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PRETENGE OF NATIONAL UNITY 


WILL NOT BRING | 
: PEACE 


Danger of Conscription 
for A.R.P. 


schemes of air raid precautions, there is going on a campaign 


Os by side with attempts to get the public to cooperate in 


to pretend that national unity (for war) is now an accomplished 


fact. 


If success crowns the attempt to show that public opinion is really united 
behind the Government’s foreign policy, it will be followed by a move to 
introduce conscription under the guise of national service. 


This, as we warned readers last week, is likely to be connected with ARP 


schemes. 


OPPOSITION THANKED FOR NOT 


CHALLENGING 


THE campaign for national 
: unity gained force after the 
Prime Minister’s speech on foreign 


_ppolicy last week. 


A Cabinet Minister, Mr. Walter Elliot, 


‘ spoke in Glasgow last Friday of the 


“stubborn temper” which, he said, the 
House of Commons was beginning to 
feel at “trampling methods of the new 
diplomacy.” 


The same evening Lord Winterton, 
another Government supporter, called 
on the people to “show a clear deter- 
mination to help in the defence of the 
country and a_ willingness to bear 
sacrifices.” 


More important still were the words 
of Mr. Robert Bernays, MP, Parliamen- 
tary Secretary to the Ministry of Health, 
when he said that “ not the least signifi- 
cant fact about its reception [i.e., the 
Premier’s speech] was that at the end 
of the debate the opposition refrained 
from challenging a division.” 


While Mr. Bernays was speaking, 
Mr. Attlee, leader of the labour opposi- 
tion, was at a dinner at which Sir 
Patrick Hannon, MP, said how proud 
he had been when the leader of the 
opposition decided that there would 
be no division, and that every news- 
paper throughout Europe would be 
able to tell the nations that, after the 
statement by the Prime Minister on 
the policy of the Government, they 
carried with them, without one dis- 
sentient voice, the whole of the House 
of Commons. 


“No, no,” interrupted Mr. Attlee. “It 
is untrue.” Later he added, “It is mons- 
trous,” but made no explanation. He 
also said we could not barter our free- 
dom for peace and we could not have a 
peace of slavery. 


SUPPRESSION OF 
ARP OPPOSITION 


These tactics to suppress opposition 
are already being applied to the subject 
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GOVERNMENT 


of ARP in some districts. 


The editor of the Christchurch Times 
has decided to refuse to allow his cor- 
respondence columns to be “An Open 
Platform ”—bat in the case only of 
opponents to the ARP schemes. The 
latter he describes as “crank objection- 
ists or dreamers.” 


Salford City Council last week dis- 
cussed the Chief Constable’s interim re- 
port on ARP in General Purposes Com- 
mittee, from which the public was 
excluded. 


Meanwhile -the official efforts to 
“educate” the public continue. The Air 
Raids Precautions Officer for Essex, 
addressing residents at Ilford recently, 
went so far as to say, “ Why the coun- 
tries pledged themselves against the use 
of gas I don't know. Of all the ways of 
waging war gas is quite the most 
humane, providing proper precautions 
are taken.” 


He also detailed the destructive power 
of the German air force—as though it 
could be assumed that Germany is to be 
an enemy once again. 


PACIFISTS ARE 
NOT ALONE 


Despite such moves, however, it is 
clear that opposition to ARP is develop- 
ing still further, and is not confined to 
pacifists. 

Hammersmith Borough Council has 
adopted a resolution’ condemning the 
schemes. 

The Geirionydd Association of the 
National Union of Teachers has not only 
condemned precautions, but called for a 
constructive peace policy. 


In addition, a stream of correspond- 
ence coming into the PEACE NEWS 
office shows that pacifists everywhere 
are making no secret of their opposition. 


Letters in local newspapers, in par- 
ticular, are bringing the opposition to 
public notice. 


Peace Pledge Union members from 
Southampton, Fareham, and Alton 
joined with the Portsmouth group in a 
poster parade in Portsmouth and South- 
sea on Wednesday night last week prior 
ta the black-out. The naval town was 
the headquarters for the “ black-out,” 
which extended to Southampton and the 
New Forest. 


[Leading article, p. 8; Scouts against 
ARP, p. 16.] 


Peace posters outside St. George’s Church, Hart Street, London, W.C.1, one of 

the churches where delegates attending the Annual General Meeting of the Peace 

Pledge Union this weekend will be able to attend pacifist services. Canon Mortis 
will preach here at 11.45 a.m. 


Start of Campaign for a 
Peace Treaty Now 


NATION-WIDE ACTIVITY TO LAUNCH 
P.P.U. MANIFESTO 


N addition to the first national 
representative gathering of the 
PPU since it adopted that title, 
this weekend will see the launching 
of the PPU manifesto and the 
Start of a big campaign based 
upon it. 

The first step in this campaign is the 
sending of the manifesto to the 
national press, press agencies, BBC, 
leaders of political parties and 
churches, and to cabinet ministers. 
This will be backed up by local efforts 
by PPU groups all over the country. 
Some of the things groups are already 

doing, or »lanning for the immediate 
future, include bringing the manifesto 
to the notice of the local press, MPs, 
church ministers, mayors and aldermen, 
JPs, officials of political parties, co- 
operative guilds, trade unions,- other 
peace organizations, clubs, and so on. 

Beside this work to bring the mani- 
festo before prominent people, intensive 
local campaigns now being prepared 
will include the holding of public meet- 
ings—indoor and outdoor—and poster 
parades, placarding of posters, distribu- 
tion of leaflets (house to house and in 
the streets) to give the public a lead 
toward a real peace policy. 

A special pcster is ready for use in 
this nation-wide campaign, while the 
manifesto itself is also available in 
leaflet form. It is intended later to 
follow these with a pamphlet giving in 


greater detail the facts of the present 
situation. 


TEXT OF MANIFESTO 

The manifesto itself, as finally 
approved and with minor amendments 
to the wording of the draft published a 
few weeks ago, reads as follows: 

The Peace Pledge Union, founded ~ by 
Dick Sheppard on the basis of the pledge: 
“We renounce war and will never support 
or. sanction another,” makes this appeal to 
all who seek peace within and between the 
nations: 

The Great War to crush militarism and to 
end war led to the pitiful and desperate 
world of today. Just as it is still impossible 
to end war by war, so today it is morally and 
materially impossible to defend national 
democracy against fascism by war. Democ- 
racy itself must perish in that process. 

The defence of democracy against fascism 
by war means that the workers of one 
country are to engage in the massacre of the 
workers of another country. In order to 
contend with fascism by arms, a democracy 
must surrender itself to totalitarian regimen- 
tation. 

Fascism flourishes because of the belief 
that in the world as it is, violence is the only 
means by which the intolerable injustices 
under which nations suffer can be redressed. 
The ringed fence of arnss which the demo- 
cratic nations provide against fascism only 
encourages it in its evil ways. 

Fascism is thus fed and strengthened by 
every effort to quarantine it—‘to have no 
truck with it.” Recent events serve only to 
confirm this conviction. 

We therefore appeal to our fellow-citizens 
who are concerned with peace and democracy 
t> consider the claim ot constructive pacifism. 

Pacifism is not merely a refusal to take 
part in war. The pledge to renounce war, 
involving as it does the refusal to allow 
governments to make use of the weapons of 

(Continued on page 2, col. 1.) 


THE PEACE ACADEMY 
A SUMMER SCHOOL will be held at the CHATEAU DU 


MONTCEL, Jouy-en-Josas, near Paris, from August 16th-29th, 1938 
General Subject: THE SCIENCE OF PEACE. 


Speakers: MARIA MONTESSORI, 
GROENEVELD, HAR DAYAL, WILFRED WELLOCK and others. 
(Lectures will be given in both English and French.) 
Approximate cost : From Six to Eight Shillings a day. 
Bathing, tennis, Walking. Accommodation for campers. 
Full particulars from the British Secretary, R. H. Ward, 72, Abbey Rd., London, N.W.8 
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violence in support of foreign policy, leads 
inevitably to the necessity for a new foreign 
policy, based on economic appeasement and 
reconciliation, 

We believe that the policy described as 
“collective security” is both wrong and 
impracticable Britain's inerecasing military 
power involves conscription at home and an 
inicnsified race in armaments and mil.tary 
alliances which ‘tead inevitably to war. We 
are left with the choice between this and a 
policy of complete and constructive pacifism. 

The most pressing need is to take imme- 
diate steps which will lead ultimately to the 
establishment of a really serviceable League 
of Nations. 

The new League must be based on pro- 
visions designed to mect the economic 
requirements of the large masses of poverty- 
stricken pesple to be found in varying 
degree among all nations of the earth. The 
satisfaction and security of each and every 
nation must be. and can be. obtained in the 
well-being of all. 

Here is the essence of 
security. 

Now is the time when every democrat 
should concentrate upon and call his govern- 
ment to confront the real and pressing 
ecoromic needs of the people of the world. 

The maintenance of imperial interest and 
economic advantage for ourselves literally 
means that we are living at the expense of 
the people of other countries. It also necessi- 
tates domination, which makes peace im- 
possible. 


PEACE TREATY NOW 

Ihe Van Zeeland Report nas been drawn 
up by a statesman appointed by the govern- 
ments of Britain and France to consider the 
economic and political causes of friction in 
the world. M. Van Zeeland's conclusions 
should be investigated at once. They may be 
modified He provided for that. 

When the causes are faced, a solution, 
which could both meet the needs of hungry 
nations, raise the standard of life and secure 
the rights of native peoples,- will be found 
possible in other terms than those of war. 

We urge that a new peace treaty should be 
drawn up, this time before another war 
begins, instead of after it when hideous 
consequences must lead to increased hatred, 
increased revenge, and renewed conflict—if, 
indeed civilization survives. 

We pledge ourselves to take no part what- 
ever in war, and to concentrate all our 
energies upon positive peace-making. 


‘“WORD OF WARNING” 
Already it is clear that a sustained 


real collective 


THE PROGRAMME IN BRIEF 


Here, at a glance, is the programme 
of the Peace Pledge Union's annual 
general mecting:— 


Saturday 
2 pm. Appointment of chairman 
and standing order committee; welcome 
by George Lansbury; 2.30 p.m., Reports; 
5 p.m., Tea; 6.39—8 p.m., Constitution; 
8.30 p.m., Elections. 2 


Sunday 
2.30—5 p.m., Policy; 5 p.m., Tea; 6— 
8 p.m., Informal discussion. 


effort can win wide support for a 
courageous peace lead. On Tuesday the 
Daily Herald urged in a leading article 
that the Van Zeeland Report should not 
be forgotten. 

In a letter welcoming the article, 
published on Wednesday, George 
Lansbury, the Rev. Henry Carter, and 
Percy W. Bartlett announced that a 
public meeting to urge action along the 
lines of the report would be held in 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, 
N.W.1, on May 6. 

” The Rev. Leyton Richards has already 
started campaigning (in the Manchester 
Guardian’s correspondence columns) for 
support for the report. 

With the opportunity of leading the 
nation away from war, the PPU meets 
this weekend. A last-minute “ word of 
warning,” however, comes from a 
Coventry member (Eric C. Flynn), who 
hopes that, instead of spending time on 
the details of domestic organization, 
the conference will get down to at least two 
essentials: 1, The planning of work for the 
immediate future, and 2. Planning action 
when war or conscription in the form of 
national service comes. 

“When Dick Sheppard and his fellow- 
Sponsors appealed for the pledge,” he 
adds, “I am sure they wished it.to be 
implemented in a simple, straight and 
direct fashion.” 


——— 


“Peace News” Finds its Way into 


Germany 


WAITING FOR SIGN 
OF FRIENDSHIP 
FROM ENGLAND 


V’ pacifists read about Germans it 
isn’t news. But if Germans 

read about pacifists and pacifism 

Te TR 

Thus, an English member of the Peace 
Pledge Union, in a statement to PEACE 
NEWS on her return from three days in 
Germany, said: 


“I was able to talk to a good many 
people during that time. Some were 
Nazis and some were not; all were wel- 
coming, wishing to be friends with 
.England, but waiting for some sign of 
‘friendship other than the Treaty of 
Versailles. 

“My copies of PEACE NEWS were 

‘. Yead with interest and surprise. One 

family wishes to receive it regularly, 

and asked also to keep a copy of Dick 

| Sheppard’s Candid Letter to the Men 
% Who Matter. 


3 “The Van Zeeland Report had been 


read by one or two, and Bertha von 
.,Suttner’s name was mentioned with 
affection. I left a good deal of literature 
‘behind, and came away feeling that one 
day we should be selling: PEACE NEWS : 
in Germany too! 

“T was unable to witness any’ scenes 
of violence, but I saw some distinct 
signs of hysteria ‘among a small English 
crowd in the Arlberg Express on the‘ 
journey home. Mothers were escorting 
:their daughters back from Vienna, 
‘whose studies had been interrupted ‘by ° 

"the Nazis, and they were certainly 
determined to have stories to.tell at 
home! 5 
i “*Look, they’ve thrown a man off the 
train,’ yelled one woman; ‘isn't it too 
horrible? . .. Oh, but the man has got on 
again.’ 

“This is not to say that no persecution 
exists. Evil exists everywhere, but so 
‘does goodness. 

“The pacifist has to mix with persecutors, 
‘helping and encouraging the good that is in 
them, resisting and exposing the evil that they 
‘do—exposing this evil to themselves, not to 
an audience abroad whose appetite for right- 
‘eous indignation is already so ably fed and 
‘exploited by the press. 

: “Further, the pacifist’s work is to help the 
:; persecuted without using methods that will 
“ jnduce them to give back the treatment they 


-¢ have received and so perpetuate the vicious 
circle of hate. 


) NEWS 


INTEREST IN P.P.U. 

“I was in Switzerland at the time of the 
Austrian episode, and left Davos on March 
14 for Garmisch, spending a night at Inns- 
bruck on the way. I wore my PPU badge, and 
it wasn’t very long before some soldiers asked 
what it was. I explained as well as I could, 
and they seemed to think it peculiar but 
interesting for a change. They were extremely 
gay and friendly, as were other passengers 
on the train, both Austrians and Germans, 
who begged me to tell people in England 
how happy they were to be united. 

“Next day I went to a concert given by the 
Austrians in Garmisch in aid of the Austrian 
Winterhelp, where between cach tune they 
auctioned a bit of ham, a bottle of wine, or a 
few sausages. The large audience was not a 
wealthy one. Nothing I saw went for. less than 
£6 Wishing to see whether foreign co- 
operation would be welcome I joined in the 
bidding. 

“When I gave my name as an English guest 
I was quite unprepared for the overwhelming 
outburst of applause—I was a _ complete 
stranger there and I shal} always remember 
what a spontaneous welcome England had in 
Garmisth that night. The total amount 
raised for the Austrians was 10,000 marks, and 
no doubt it was the same in other towns and 
villages.” ° 


Another bright ray to the dark background 
of Germany comes from Hamburg where, on 
Tuesday. Herr Hitler Jaunched the second of 
two 26,000-ton liners, to be used as cruising 
steamers for German work-people. 

Herr Hitler declared that one of the chief 
objects of national socialism was to give to 
the German people privileges which had pre- 
viously been reserved for a favoured few. 


Welcomed by Readers 
~ -' Abroad 


‘Letters from readers abroad are now 
beginning to come into the PEACE 
office;) welcoming ‘the ‘bigger 
paper and its new features. 


-.- Among those just received {s one from 


Richard B. Gregg, author of The Power of 
Non-Violence, who feels that the new paper 
“will prove very effective.’ Another reader, 
at present in Switzerland, reports toasting to 
a long and successful life for PEACE NEWS— 
“and may it go down in world history as the 
harbinger of a new and nobler era.” , 

From G. H. Barrett, of Wolverhampton, 
comes another encouraging report of in- 
creased street sales. Mr. Barrett started sell. 
ing just over two months ago. He sold eight 
copies the first week. Here, in his own words, 
is the record of progress: : 

I then obtained, through our secretary 
(Mr. Ridsdill), several volunteers. Our 
sales jumped from eight to 24. Now I re. 
joice to say we are increasing our sales to 
23 dozen. 

This fs due to the untiring efforts of the 
volunteers standing with me on street 
corners even in bitterly cold weather. We 

hope before long to increase our sales to | 

three dozen. ‘ 

The cold weather seems to have left us now, ; 
#0 that anyone wishing to follow this example ~ 
need have nothing to deter them. Let them ' 
follow this example, beginning in a small 


Way_and growing. 


Public Affairs 


Rearmament Speed-up 


IR Thomas Inskip’s efforts to co- 
ordinate rearmament continue. On 
Thursday he saw representatives of the 
Confederation of Engineering and Ship- 
building Trades, and on Monday he is 
to meet the Amalgamated Engineering 
Union. In the meantime, he has seen 
the leaders of the National Confedera- 
tion of Employers’ Organizations. 


The unions had a unique ¢pportunity 
for extracting their conditions from the 
Government, for it was the first time 
they had been called to Downing Street 
since the General Strike of 1926. Yet 
they show every sign of acquiescing 
without a murmur in the surrendering 
of standards which it has taken them 
years of struggle to win and which it 
may be very difficult to re-establish. 


The labour movement only accepts 
Trearmament as a defence against 
fascism, one of their chief dislikes of 
which is that it has removed the rights 
of bargaining won by the trade unions. 
H. N. Brailsford finishes his article in 

last week’s Reynolds by saying: “There 
is no further excuse for self-deception. 
Any worker, any socialist who aids the 
Government to rearm, is serving not 
democracy, not collective security, but 
a shrunken cowardly reincarnation of 
the capitalist imperialism of 1914. If 
ever under such leadership war should 
come, it will repeat, after even grosser 
savagery, the disillusionments of 
Versailles.” 


Variations of a Theme 


E efforts of the opposition to oppose 

continue. The much-heralded Peace 
Plan of J. M. Keynes in the New 
Statesmen contains nothing we have not 
heard countless times before. It is in- 
teresting only as an effort to clarify the 
details of the democratic alliance. 


The specific proposal is a “League 
within the League "—a democratic axis 
to-oppose the fascist axis. The basis of 
the alliance is to be o¥Verwhelming, the 
military force of the European demo- 
cracies, or if that cannot be achieved, 
the appearance of such force. 


“The Dictators,” says Mr. Keynes, 
appear much more formidable, the demo- 
cratic Powers much less formidable, than 
they really are. If we wish to keep the 
enemy at a distance, the lion’s roar is 
worth more than his power to spring.” 
We are to make an imitation dictator- 
ship breathing fire and threats in the 
hope that the real dictators will take 
us at our word. 


The “Peace Alliance ”’ 


SYDNEY ELLIOT, in a leading article 
in last week’s Reynolds, stresses the 
domestic aspect of the same policy. By 
a series of ingenious, if rather problema- 
tical, calculations, he arrives at the con- 
clusion that a Liberal-Labour coalition 
with a few “progessive” tories, could 
command 340 seats in the House. 


Such calculations leave out of account 
the fact that the. “peace. bloc” policy 
is essentially one of fear. The appeal to 
the people is an appeal to their fear of 
invasion, and on such an appeal, the 
forces of reaction will always win in an 
election. 


Indeed, if pressed to do so, Mr. 
Chamberlain could make out a good case 
that ‘an alliance with an uncertain 
France and a more uncertain Russia 
would not be strong enough to oppose 
the Berlin-Rome axis, and that from the 
military point of view his own policy of 
detaching Italy from the axis is much 
sounder. - 


But it is in the economic sphere that 
Mr. Elliot’s policy is really weakest. He 
is fully aware of the injustice of the 
economic position of the satisfied 
Powers. But this policy of “ stimulating 
international trade with faithful 
League States” will do nothing to right 
this injustice. 


In fact, it will serve merely to 
accentuate the barriers which already 
exist between the two groups of 
States. - 

The fact is that a policy of economic 
and military consolidation by the 
League Powers cannot be carried out at 

“the same ‘time as a genuine policy of re- 


C ommentary 


conciliation toward the countries which 
we have wronged in the past. 


Churchill in Paris 


IKE all other movements of politi. 

cians, Mr. Churchill’s visit to Paris 

is described as “ entirely unofficial.” Yet 

in the space of a few days, he had inter. 

views with most of the leading French 

politicians, including M. Blum and M, 
Flandin. 


It is reasonable to assume that Mr, 
Churchill was in fact acting as an un. 
official ambassador for the Brrtéeh- 
peliticians who are working for a 
“democratic bloc.” 


It is significant that his visit followed 
close on his speech in the House advocat- 
ing closer military cooperation with 
France. It is safe to assume that among 
the points discussed by Mr. Churchill 
were: 

1. The foreign policy of France with 

particular reference to Spain. 

2. The military efficiency of France. 


3. The military value of the Franco-Russian 
Pact. 


4. The prospects of a National Government 
in France. 


The French Government ~* 


HE internal condition of France js 

precarious. It is doubtful whether 
M. Blum’s present government wi)]l 
survive the economic proposals which 
the: Premier will shortty place before the 
Chamber. 


It is unlikely that the proposals wil] 
gain the support of Radical members, 
particularly in the Senate. Indeed, 
there are rumours that the Govem. 
ment will not survive the weekend. 


The prospects of a National Govern. 
ment depend very largely on develop. 
ments in other European countries. The 
only occasion when such a government 
came anywhere near to existence wes 
after the Austrian anschluss. But when 
the scare died down, the cleavages 
between the different parties re- 
appeared. 


M. Laval and other extreme members 
of the Right have been very quiet for’ 
the last two years. They are all sup. 
porters of Franco, realizing that an 
Italo-German victory in Spain would 
frighten the French peosple to such an 
extent that they would be prepared to 
accept a more reactionary and military 
form of government themselves. 


On Sunday, when Franco’s victory in 
Spain seemed more certain than ever, 
M. de Kerillis, editor of the Right-wing 
paper L’Epoque, came out with pro- 
posals which were fascist in all but 
name. They included the dissolution of 
Parliament and the trades unions, and a 
government of “ National Safety” com- 
posed of five or six members: 


- Such is the’ logical: outcome of trying 
to fight militarism with its own methods. 
M.’ Jouhaux; however,' stated that in ‘the 
event of such a coup, the trades unions 
would declare a general strike. Unless 
the workers were to carry out such a 
strike on entirely non-violent lines, it 
would undoubtedly lead to a civil war. 


West Fulham 


“ present international situation 
will be the dominating issue in 
everybody's mind during the by-election . 
at West Fulham,” admits Mr. Chamber. 
lain in a letter to Mr. John Busby, the 
National Conservative candidate. 


“While the National Government 
remains determined to promote peace by 
conciliatory means,” he continues, “there 
can be no doubt that recent events in 
Europe have already demonstrated one 
fact—that the preservation of the peace 
of the world must be largely dependent 
upon the strength of our country.” 

The Prime Minister presents strength, 
unity, and peace as the essential needs of 
the country, 

Polling will take place on April 6, 
when Mr. Busby will be Opposed by Dr. 
Edith Summerskill (Labour). In the last 
election. a three-cornered struggle re- 
sulted in a conservative majority of 


3,483, 
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India 


CRISIS OVER 
SCHEME FOR 
FEDERATION ? 


(COMMENTING on the way in which, 
“by a wise exercise of restraint on 
both sides” one threatened constitu- 
tional crisis in Bihar and the United 
Provinces has been averted, Mr. Gandhi's 
weekly paper Harijan asks “ will the 
other which already seems to loom large 
be also avoided?” ' ‘ 

This possibility of further difficulties 
arises in connexion with the federation 
scheme, of which Harijan goes on to say: 

Everybody wants federation, but nobody, 
not excluding the princes, seems to want it 
after the Government of India style. But 
whether the others want it or not, they have 
no sanction behind them to enforce their will. 

The Congress has a sanction which is 100 
percent non-violent if the Congressmen have 
imbibed the spirit of non-violence. 

A crisis seems a certainty if the federation 
is 1mposed on the reluctant seven and pos- 
sibly eleven provinces. 

Let us hope and pray that British states- 
men will not make the mistake of imposing 
their will on a reluctant people. If the recent 
events prevent a repetition of the error, they 
would have happened well, 


Canada 


Clergy to Define 
Attitude to 
War 
From Our Own Correspondent 


NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C. 
A SPECIAL conference will be held 
after Easter by the Diocese of New 
Westminster to seek a definition of the 
Christian’s attitude to war. 

This follows a lengthy discussion at a 
diocesan synod at which the portion of 
the Lambeth encyclic of 1930 reading : — 

War as a means of settling international 


disputes is incompatible with the mind of 

Christ 
was reaffirmed, while the auxiliary 
clauses were not. 

The synod teok the attitude that 
Christians must accept without reserva- 
tion the saying: “ Love your enemies.” 

The discussion was opened by the in- 
troduction by the Rev. A. E. Thain of a 
motion declaring that: 

1. There exists no human authority 
which can release the Christian from the 
obligation to build the kingdom of God by 
the way of love, and love alone. 

2. No programme of national defence 
can be an adequate substitute for sacrificial 
love, honesty, and justice among the nations, 
but rather do armaments add to the fear 
of the world and so to the danger of war. 

3. The Christian’s supreme loyalty must 
be to Christ and his kingdom, which knows 
no national boundaries. 


Although this motion was not carried, 
the response was surprising. 


Australia 


Business Men Demand 
Conscription 


Australian pacifists will once again be 
on the watch for signs of their govern- 
ment. making plans to introduce con- 
scription. 

“Compulsory military service for 
home defence” was demanded by a 
unanimous vote of a recent congress of 
‘Australian Associated Chamber of Com- 
merce. The delegates offered the Gov- 
ernment the full support of the business 
community for any measures of Empire 
defence. 

Only last year Mr. T. J. Miller, who 
held a referendum in which 549 people 
voted against conscription, compared 
with 48 in favour, secured from the Pre- 
mier, Mr. J. A. Lyons, an assurance that 
the Government would not introduce 
conscription. 


Switzerland 
What Britain’s Arms 
Mean 
From a Correspondent 
BERNE. 


The Swiss no longer regard Great 
Britain as a big, brave policeman, 
treading the beat of the balance of 
! power, 

¥t is generally affirmed that the recent 
intensification of armaments proves 
that the British lion is offering no 
sincere attempt at solution of today’s 
problems, 

Remarks have convinced me of the need 
for French and German translations 
of Peace Pledge Unien. leaflets and 
pamphlets. A general leaflet on the 
futility of air raid precautions, and on 
the pacifist constructive alternative, 
would be invaluable. 
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Holland 
They Tell 
the Truth 


about War 


THs is how The Hague section of Ho land's Youth Peace Action warns people 
of the dangers of a policy of war preparation. 

“Where will the first bombs fall?” is the question at the top of the 
map. The question is answered by the arrows, the wording at the foot explain- 
ing that'the danger is widespread because of decentralization of war industry. 

This trailer was built by Youth Peace Action members, and has repeatedly 


been seized by the police. 


On a picture-postcard of the trailer the organization announces:— 
We.are going through town and country warning the population to 


opposition to militarism. 


make a stand against the growing militarism. 


What papers suppress, we tell. We tell the truth about war, about air 
raid protection, about the arms industry, and about the international 


France 


| WORKERS’ LEADERS 


BACK 


HERE is an urgent warning 

for the workers of Britain in 

the way in which the leaders 
of the French working-class 
organizations have fallen in with 
plans for militarization of the 
country. 

The length to which this has now 
gone has led the pacifist weekly La 
Patrie Humaine to make an important 
appeal. 

After declaring that there has been a 
desertion by those who still claim to be 
revolutionaries and_ internationalists, 
and asking “Where are the anti-war 
declarations of 1936?” the article con- 
tinues :— 

Under the pretext of preserving this 
country from an atrocious war, we have been 
handed over to an operation of which the 
least one can say is that it is preparing the 
herd for the road to the slaughter house. 

And, greatest shame of all, it is the leaders 
of the workers’ groups who have been the 
most caught up in the intention to realize the 
sacred union—which, whatever one can say of 
it, is always the prelude to war. 

Since 1919, the socialist and communist par- 
ties have not ceased to denounce the wrong- 
ness of those of the Right and Centre who, by 
their reactionary politics. have pushed France 
to bankruptcy and the world to a dangerous 
aggravation of nationalism. 

Since 1919 these parties have lost no oppor- 
tunity for shouting that the sacred union of 


1914 was built on the backs of the working 
class. 


Yet today, says La Patrie Humaine, 
the same people are insisting that the 
nation, and peace itself, cannot be safe- 
guarded unless the representatives in 
Parliament of large-scale capitalism con- 
sent to enter a government of national 
unity. ; 

After alleging that the Bolshevists 
follow orders from Stalin, the article 
continues: 

Since the Franco-Soviet Pact, the French 
Stalinist leaders have followed a policy which 
is aggressive, warlike, and chauvinistic almost 
to the point of hysteria. In order that the 
bloodstained dictator of Moscow may settle 
his quarrel with Japan without fear of being 
attacked in the rear from the Reich, France 
has to have a strong army to fight Germany. 


LEADERS’ ASSURANCE 
TO GOVERNMENT 


La Patrie Humaine then shows how 
the CGT (the French trades union con- 
gress), which has previously affirmed its 
absolute independence of political par- 
ties and governments, is now backing 
the formation of a national government. 

The CGT recommends a “monster demon- 
tration ”"—we were tempted to write “mon- 
strous”—to express indignation at the fact 
that the representatives of high finance and 
of the arms industry would not take part in a 
ministry charged with the task of preparing a 
nice little war for us. 

One reads that the bureau of the CGT has 
given the government “an assurance that the 
working class is ready to accelerate work in 
war production.” 

In the ranks of the socialists, those 
who do not approve of what is going on 


_"re remaining silent. “There are times,"» 


MILITARISM 


says La Patrie Humaine, “when one 
ought not to be silent. It is in one of 
these times that we are living.” 


The article closes with this appeal: 


We call on all—syndicalists, socialists, liber- 
tarians, revolutionaries, pacifists—to close 
their ranks. We call on them to reply to the 
sacred union for war by a sacred union for 
life. 


The leaders are betraying us or are silent. 
It is for the masses to speak. 


News From Abroad 


We 


U.S.A. 


NEW BILL WOULD 
MAKE PRESIDENT 
A DICTATOR 


Tron Control over the 
People 
BUL NOT OVER PROFITS 


ACED with the threat of complete 
regimentation of the people for the 
purpose of war, American peace orga- 
nizations are awakening public opinion 
to the existence of this danger, revealed 
by a Bill to be voted upon soon by 
Congress. 


This Industrial Mobilization Bill, as it 
is called, would give the President 
power not only to control all prices and 
resources under the War Department's 
Industrial Mobilization Plan, but also 
to: 


Draft into the military service all men be- 
tween the ages of 21 and 3S! for service over- 
sea; 


Control wages by fixing the price for ser- 
vices; 

Control the radio and licensing of “ public 
services,” which may be interpreted to include 
almost every industry; 


Conirol the press by proclaiming the order 
or priority in which orders shall be filled, 
transported, or delivered to papers printing 
anti-war news and editorials; 


Attempt to control unions (by proclaiming 


them to be “industrial organizations” under 
government control); 


Control all unions in “public services.” te, 
not only railroad workers, but transport 
workers and all workers handling public 
necessities. 

Fine $100,000 and/or imprison for one year 
any person, corporation, or association violat- 
ing this Act or any orders, rules, or regula- 
tions issued by those administering the Act 
(this woud linclude labour unions); and 

Control the individual farmer or farm 
organization, including cooperatives, by price- 
fixing and requisition of materials. 

Those fighting the Bill are pointing out 
that it does not take the profits out of 
war. It is not a taxation bill and cannot 
be amended by either House to add any 
war-tax clauses. 


PROFI 


WITH HONOUR 


UILDING SOCIETIES are not philanthropic organiza- 


tions. 


Their aim is profit. 


The money they lend 


to house-buyers earns a dividend for the people 


who invest it. 


But it is a dividend earned honourably 
and to the help of the community. 


The man whose 


savings are entrusted to a reputable Building Society 
will never feel shame—he may well “feel pride—in 


the sources. of his income 


St. Pancras Building Society. can give. you an 


income worth having. 


Preference shares of £10 each 


are available on which the yield is the attractive one 


of FOUR PER CENT. free of income tax. 


Shares can 


be easily realised incase if need. 


For Prospectus and 
* Application Form 


send a card to 


the Managing 
Director, Mr, 
Pee, LINUSS 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


| 27 FETTER LANE, E.C.4 
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MAX PLOWMAN writes... 


OW tenderly things of organic 

growth need to be handled. Rough- 
handle the roots of a transplanted seed- 
ling and you will look in vain for the 
promise of the seedsman’s catalogue. 

The Peace Pledge Union is very much 
of a seedling. It is not very old. For 
establishment and antiquity it cannot 
compare with the Peace Society. And 
in some respects it is a very tender 
plant, because, like the foxglove, its 
roots are fibrous and yet go deep. Dig 
it up roughly and plant it in the 
ordinary stiff clay of political organiza- 
tion, and what will happen to it? I 
think it will seed and trust to the wind 
that bloweth where it listeth to find its 
native soil. 

If anyone is coming today to the first 
annual general meeting of the Peace 
Pledge Union with a few resounding 
verbal bombs in his pocket, I hope he 
will give a second thought to this 
analogy; for the PPU is in process of 
transplantation and we shall not be very 
helpful to the job if the best we can do 
is to see that the high wind of criticism 
is kept blowing. Forging cast-iron 
resolutions looks wonderfully impres- 
sive while you are at the anvil, and lay- 
ing down rules to enforce those resolu- 
tions gives one a rare sense of finality. 
One has got “something done: that is 
the great point.” 

But what one usually achieves by 
these means is the immediate gratifica- 
tion of one’s own power-complex, which 
jis very much akin to the satisfaction 
of the small boy who makes tremendous 
bangs with a pop-gun. One can get no 
such satisfaction out of the careful 
handling of a seedling. Moreover, how 
to create the maximum of destructive 
effect with the minimum of intelligent 
effort is the secret of war. It doesn’t 
work with peace. 

* * * 


The occasion is momentous; but it 
need not therefore be an unduly solemn 
one; that would be absurdly untrue to 
the spirit of Dick Sheppard. If we keep 
a sense of proportion—which is the same 
thing as a sense of humour—that can’t 
happen. And for my part I hope we 
shall give a lot of close and intelligent 
attention to the practical problem of 
making and keeping pacifism a live 
issue, and no more than is necessary 
to the study of our own internal gov- 
ernment. 

Above all, I hope we shall show little 
or no concern about our own self- 
preservation; for as Blake said: “ The fox 
provides for himself, but God provides 
for the lion.” The peace societies which 
have shown the greatest concern for 
their own self-preservction are all dead, 
if not damned. Let us remember that 
the founder of the PPU always said he 
had no intention of founding yet another 
peace society. Let the PPU be the 
nucleus of a reformed British Empire, 
the herald of a new Federated States 
of Europe; but let it be a very simple 
movement which every man must join 
who is sport enough to know that mas- 
sacre of women and children isn’t sport, 
and therefore not for him—not even 
when it’s camouflaged. 


* * % 


What do we want?- I speak for my- 
self, as one of the crowd, as one whose 
opinions are as important as those of 
the person who signed the pledge yester- 
day. 

We want to appoint a small number 
of good people to positions of trust and 
confidence, and we want ready means 
of keeping in touch ‘vith them, not for 
the purpose of perpetually jogging their 
elbows, but in order that the spirit at 
the centre and at the circumference may 
be one and the same thing. We want 
those people to steer the good ship PPU 
according to the chart made by the 
pledge itself, and we want them to 
crowd on all the sail the ship will carry; 
and that’s a lot. We want to give them 
unfettered scope, financial power, and 
complete responsibility. 

We want to reserve to ourselves the 
fullest right to revise their work from 
time to time and to replace them if 
necessary; but so long as they remain, 
out part in the PPU will be to give them 
help and support in every imaginable 
manner. We do not want them to be 
merely makers of agendas, takers of 
minutes, and the sychophantic slaves of 
post-mortem committees. We do not 
want them to be mechanized mouth- 
pieces of our corporate mind, after the 


+ 
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fascist fashion. We want them to use 
their own powers of insight and dis- 
cretion at the top of their bent; to be 
creatively active all the time, and to 
feel free to use that judgment which 
their position at the hub of things ~hould 
give them. 

Democracy is not the business of get- 
ting a hundred thousand people to speak 
all at once into one microphone and of 
interpreting the noise thus made as the 
voice of God: it is the business of giving 
to honest and trustworthy men, whose 
views we approve, freedom to act ac- 
cording to their own convictions and in 
so doing appear as representative men. 

The human gramophone is not a demo- 
crat but a demagogue. Put representa- 
tion before personal integrity and you 
will get what we have got today: the 
air filled with poisonous insincerities by 
demagogues and their lineal descen- 
dants—dictators. The PPU_ wants 
neither. It wants devoted individuals, 
men and women of principle, of personal 
integrity and personal conviction, full 
of tolerance and incapable of represent- 
ing views which are contrary to their 
own deepest beliefs. 

I go so far as to say that ultimately 
it does not want opinionated people at 
all. What it wants is people who love 
their friends and have such imagination 
on behalf of their enemies that their 
pacifism is the inevitable and unalter- 
able resultant. It is what they are. For 
there is whited-sepulchre pacifism and 
incarnate pacifism. Mine is mostly the 
former kind; but wherever the other 
sort appears, there is both a representa- 
tive and a democratic leader of pacifists. 


P.P.U. Members on 


Annual General Meeting 


Denis Riley in your columns last week 
stated with admirable clearness one argument 
against “ taking the sense of the meeting.” I 
should like to put forward a few other points. 
May I say first that I have not in fact been a 
stubborn and unrelenting supporter of the 
vote in the past? When I first joined the 
PPU I accepted the Quaker method with en- 
thusiasm, and when I went to advise a new 
group urged it upon them. The group has 
since ceased to use it, and I have ceased to 
advocate it. 

My conclusion after seeing it at work is that 
it is not suitable for a movement of as mixed 
composition as the PPU. The PPU claims 
comprehensiveness of opinion; it cannot at 
the same time claim the unity of approech of 
the Friends. 

In large meetings especially the Quaker 
method seems to me to give undue prominence 
to the views of the more articulate, and to 
tend to ignore those people who remain silent 
because they are not able to find a persuasive 
form of their opinion, but whose prejudice 
may, nevertheless, be based on sound intuitive 
judgment. Nor do I understand the mech- 
anics of the method in practice. 

It may well be at such an assembly as an 
annual meeting that on some particular point, 
I and a hundred others feel that, say, Mr. 
Sponsor has expressed our point of view so 
completely that we can add nothing useful 
to the debate. 

Are we to waste the time of the meeting by 
repeating that argument less cogently, or are 
we to risk a wrong decision by remaining 
silent? For it is possible to hold a definite 
opinion, yet not to feel that one can add any- 
thing new to a debate. 

Moreover I think it is wrong to suggest that 
the feeling of the meeting plays no part in a 
decision by vote. The way in which it can, 
and should, be met under a competent chair- 
man is in the progressive amendment of the 
resolution in order that it may be whole- 
heartedly supported by the greatest possible 


number. 
A. C. STANILAND. 
6 Millman Street, W.C.1. 


P.P.U. Youth Movement 


Recently I had the good fortune to read, 
somewhat belatedly, Restless Flags, by Miss 
Lilo Lincke. Published in 1935, it is the auto- 
biography of a German girl growing up 
against the background of the war, the revolu- 
tion, the valiant attempt to rebuild Germany 
on democratic lines, and ends with the estab- 
lishment of the Nazi régime. 

One especial theme struck me as being 
worthy of emulation by the PPU. This was 
the Youth Movement associated with the trade 
unions which sprang up in Germany during 
the twenties and which Miss Lincke, once an 
enthusiastic member, describes. 

Could not the PPU start a Youth Movement 
for all, say between fourteen and twenty-five 
or thirty years of age, with the main object of 
spreading good comradeship both at home and 
abroad, thus giving many people something to 
strive for? " 

A PPU Youth Movement would provide the 
means of training for peace, a training in 
cooperation and nonviolence, and above all, 
an answer to the would-be brokers of con- 
scription. 

Finally one should remember Miss Lincke’s 
warning words. Hither’s success with the 
Youth resulted because he offered them 


action. 
LESLIE A. SMITH. 
73 Grace Avenue, Maidstone, Kent. 


GROUP NOTES 
By John Barclay 


HE old cry “stand and deliver, your 
money or your life,” which used to 
greet travellers in stage coaches when 
held up by highwaymen, will soon be 
used by the air raid warden when he 
seeks to conscript us in the totalitarian 
state by way of the door labelled “ARP.” 
We shall be asked to hand over our 
money to pay for protection we are 
already keing told is non-existent, 
and at the same time to place our- 
selves under the orders of a body 
which to all intents and purposes is part 
of the military machine. Let us be on 
ou: guard and use our influence to 
persuade others to be the same. 

The only certain protection that we 
can avail ourselves of is the abolition 
of the bomber and the only way to that 
end is a free democracy willing to carry 
out a policy of reconciliation and ap- 
peasement in Europe. By means of a 
great crusade our movement can get the 
ear of the public and by a fearless and 
tireless campaign recruit the numbers 
necessary t9 carry it into the political 
field. 

Never were people so willing to hear 
and to respond. Our task is to inspire in 
them the will to succeed which alone 
can overcome inertia and apathy‘ 

There is a glorious cnance this week- 
end while we are met in conference to 
give a mandate to a nationally-elected 
executive to go straight ahead with this 
constructiv2 policy whilst at the same 
time promising the support of the mem- 
bership when such a lead is given. In 
no other way can we take the initiative. 


x * * 


Since coming back from my tour of 
Wales, they tell me at headquarters that 
I have “gone all Welsh!” I am rot 
surprised. 

During my five days in North and 
South Wales I was able to attend nine 
meetings, as well as to mak2 numberless 
contacts. Everywhere the pacifist cas2 
was accepted as the complement t») the 
nationalist movement which is becoming 
rapidly powerful all over the country. 

Welsh people are instinctively peace- 
minded and cultured, and possess a vivid 
imagination which gives them a peculiar 
significance at the present time. 

As I see it, the only thing we lack 
to make pacifism the power it might be 
is this imaginative consciousness. With- 
ou: it the people say, “I agree with you 
in theory but —’’; possessed by it they 
have the necessary vitality to say 
“because I agree with you I am with 
you.” 

Christian pacifism is the core of the 
Welsh movement and draws to itself the 
pick of the student movement. Faith 
in the power of love to overcome evil— 
from whatever source it comes—makes 
it possible for us to work miracles. I 
have therefore reason for my madness! 

* * * 


I think some echo of what was hap- 
pening in Wales reached Scotland (per- 
haps “by way of Beachy Head”), 
anyway there is a stirring of the clans. 
During the coming weeks we shall be 
hearing more of them. 

Let it not be said that I am “ pro- 
Welsh” or “ pro-Scot ”—as a matter of 
fact I am “pro tem” until after the 
annual general meeting. 


* * ™ 


Pilgrimage to Canterbury.—Next week 
we shall be publishing the full plans 
for the Easter pilgrimage. In the mean- 
time I should just like to ask those who 
are hoping to go on the four-day hike 
to note the following times:— 

The main party will meet at Victoria 
Station, outside main-line booking office, 
at 815 am. Friday. Book return to 
Lenham, 8s. 11d. 

Walking distance will be about fifteen 
to seventeen miles a day. 

Sunday night will be spent at Canter- 
bury. 

The return party will leave on Monday 
from Canterbury at 10.30 a.m. to catch 
a train from Faversham at 5.19 p.m. or 
6.37 p.m. 

Estimated cost for whole time is 30s. 

Will all those wishing to take part 
please write Eric T. Roach, 60, Belvedere 
Road, Bexleyheath. 


Under the Oak Tree 


By THEO WILLS 
(01 behalf of the Basque Fund) 


AY we thank all who responded to 

our request for hockey sticks? Four 
new beauties with blue-bound handles 
came by almost the next post, mysteri- 
ously, we do not know from whom. 
Other excellent ones followed. 

The “ Spanish” for them is, I am told, 
“sticks de hockey.” They are very much 
in demand among the children, and 
although we cannot yet turn out a full 
team, we are provided with a welcome 
new recreation. 

We need every means that may take 
our minds off things just now. A good 
many tears have been shed in Basque 
House in recent days. We have had 
served on us another of those intensely 
depressing letters beginning: “The 
children whose names are given in the 
enclosed list are down to leave the 
country...” and a cruelly close date is 
mentioned. 

Basque House is not cracking up, but 
as a result of the closing of other houses, 
some pressure is being brought to bear 
on our children in order to make room 
for others. 

A search through the correspondence 
of the children’s relatives for trust- 
worthy grounds for repatriation is not a 
cheerful task. So many are without 
means, sO many separated, so many 
prisoners. 


A phrase may conceal a_ tragedy, 
“Your father is in Burgos, and is well.” 
In these inoccuous words a mother hides 
from her daughter the fact which we 
already knew from other sources, that 
her father is in gaol. One or two of the 
children, although content to be here, 
have expressed a desire to go to lonely 
parents whonT we know are not in a 
position to receive them. 


There was relief among children and 
staff when th: measure of our success 
in resisting the repatriation order was 
known. Only too soon, however, there 
may be further cause for weeping. The 
proportion of our children who have 
parents and relatives in Barcelona and 
the surrounding country is unpleasantly 
large. 


All donations should be sent to Basque 
Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 96, Regent Strect, 
W.1. They will be most gratefully received. 


THE NOTICE BOARD 


Glasgow.—Wanted, urgently, enthusiastic 
member to organize street-selling of PEACE 
NEWS. Also names of volunteers to go on 
a rota of sellers for minimizing the amount 
of labour per vclunteer—also poster-paraders, 
—Write, Henry A. Barter, 181 Pitt. Street, 
Glasgow, C.2. 


The Library at Headquarters is now open 
every day from 1 to 2 p.m, and, except 
Saturdays, from 6 to 8 p.m. 


Loud-speaker Car will tour all towns and 
villages of Devon during April and May, with 
Dick Sheppard's record and literature. Will 
all members please make themsclves known 
to the area organizer, Mr. E. C. Maddax, who 
will be travelling with the car. 


Information wanted about shipping—par- 


ticularly services flying the Panama Flag— 
in connexion with work for certain refugees. 
Get into touch with the War Resisters’ Intere 
national, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


City group “at home” now meets from 
12—-2 on Fridays. Bring your lunch. Tea 
obtainable. All invited. 


Contributions toward Lambeth Library’s 
copies of PEACE NEWS would be greatly 
appreciated from any group in this Borough. 
Sg the R. A. Hembry, 124 St. Louis Road, 
S.E.27. 


Wanted: volunteers for poster parades. 
Torquay (April 9, 3.30 p.m.); Exeter (April 
16, 3.30 p.m.). Write E. C. Maddax, 39 Manor 
Road, Newton Abbot 


Groups wanting film show before the sum- 
mer apply as soon as possible. Dates still 
vacant are: April 9-18, 20-27, and 30. 


Two Basque children at Basque House are 
still unadopted. Would anyone like to adopt 
one? 


Volunteers required for poster parades 
every Saturday. Meet sixth floor at 96 Regent 
Street, at 6.45 p.m. j 


Birmingham wants more P.N. sellers each 
Friday, one hour or more between 4.30 and 
930 p.m. Write Wilfred S. Burtt, 3 Innage 
Road, Northfield, Birmingham. 


Volunteers needed for office work in con. 
nexion with PPU. Apply in first instance to 
17 Featherstone Buildings, London, W.C.1. 


All welcome at prayers for peace at All 
Saints, Blackheath, S.E.3, 7.30 p.m. every 
Monday. Once a fortnight prayers are 
followed by a conference. 

PPU meetings every Wednesday, 8 p.m, 
in Beacon Café, Hanworth Road, Hounslow 
(near Congregational Church). 
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PEACE NEWS 


News from the Four Corners 


LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES 


PEACE NEWS is “Group News” this 
week. The appearance of the enlarged 
paper has encouraged members every- 
where to take up street-selling. The 
two reports immediately following seem 
to indicate that there is quite a little 
fun to be derived from this form of 
activity. 

Two St. Albans sellers, who have been 
remarkably successful in selling PEACE 
NEWS in the market-place, received a 
little professional criticism from an 
“old hand.” “Sell it for a penny and 
put the football results inside.” If we 
were the Home Secretary or Mr. 
Geoffrey Lloyd we should dismiss this 
authoritative opinion by a dignified 
reference to “ political bias "but as it 
is we have to admit that we are 
impressed. Unfortunately newsagents 
will not handle a penny weekly, but 
surely a leading article by Bertrand 
Russell on Portmouth’s chances of 
escaping relegation would be a scoop? 

Golders Green also has some sage 
advice for PEACE NEWS sellers, and as 
the advice helps them to sell fifteen 
dozen copies of the paper in one week 
there must be something in it. Kenneth 
Lee tells us that “all the biggest sales 
were from men, and in every case from 
men who not only were able to shout 
but who actually did so.” Evidently 
the North London women do not protest 
enough. Groups should now try persu- 
ading local sergeant-majors to use their 
lungs for constructive peacemaking. 

In an endeavour to make this column 
really light-hearted for once we asked 
R. H. Ward if there had been any amus- 
ing incidents during the rehearsals of 
the London Drama Group which made 
its debut on Tuesday. Mr. Ward 
responded with some asperity that there 
had been nothing funny at all. But then 
he was producing one of the plays. 

Congratulations to the Watford group, 
they excelled in the organization of their 
first public meeting in the New Regal 
Cinema on Sunday.’ About 1,000 were 


| 


present to hear addresses by Dr. Donald 
Soper, John Barclay, Miss Ruth Fry, 
Herbert Seed, and L. C. Johnson (chair- 
man). 

MIDLANDS 


A combined area committee meeting 
and week-end school will be held at 
“The Briars” Guest House, Crich, near 
Matlock, Derbyshire, from April 30 to 
May 1. Dr. E. Leighton Yates and Roy 
Walker will be there to speak on the 
fallaciés of ARP, and on the ways and 
means of conducting “telling” anti-ARP 
propaganda. It will be a great dis- 
appointment to the organizers if this 
function is not supported enthusiastic- 
ally, and the help to be gained from it 
will be undeniable. Details are obtain- 
able from Guy Metcalf, Main Road, 
Easton on the Hill, Stamford, Lincoln- 
shire. 

The Chesterfield Bulletin reveals that 
this group is already well ahead with 
preparations for publicizing the PPU 
Manifesto which has now been issued. 
Groups are again urged to complete all 
possible arrangements in good time as 
it is important that the campaign should 
be concerted. and nation-wide. 


SOUTH-EAST 


The first public meeting organized by 
Gravesend Group was conspicuously suc- 
cessful—nearly 400 people attended. The 
group has only been running for four 
months but already supporters include 
six clergymen. A monthly news-sheet 
keeps local signatories well informed and 
useful publicity has been obtained 
through notes in three Church of Eng- 
land magazines. Grateful acknowledg- 
ment is made to the invaluable support 
and encouragement of the West Kent 
Region. 

Ashford Group News is full of infor- 
mation about coming meetings and 
events and particulars are given of the 
Easter Pilgrimage to Canterbury. 


SOUTH-WEST 
E. C. Maddax, regional organizer, re- 
ports intensive activity in Barnstaple, 


Bideford, Dawlish, Exeter, Morton- 
hampstead, Newton Abbot, Oakhampton, 
Paignton, Plymouth, South Molton, 
Tiverton, Torquay and Totnes. A 
petition on the Van Zeeland Repcrt, 
meetings, poster parades, arrangements 
for a peace shop and a loudspeaker van 
are features in what we usually call a 
“campaign” but what is now becoming 
the everyday activity of the groups in 
this enterprising area. 
WALES 

John Barclay, just back from Wales, 
gives a glowing account of successful 
meetings at Wrexham, Rhos, Bangor, 
Bethesda, Dolwyddelan, and Cardiff. 
Local groups are working hard to con- 
solidate the good impression made by 
these meetings. 


FILM PROPAGANDA 


I am writing on behalf of the Rossendale 
Peace Society, which is a small group of 
absolute pacifists, affiliated to the Peace 
Pledge Union, yet including among its mem- 
bers, signatories of peace pledges of either 
Baptist or. Methodist churches, as well as 
PPU signatories. 

I am afraid we are a scattered and strug- 
gling group, finding it difficult to raise funds. 

We decided that if it could be managed the 
showing of a film such as Kameradschaft, 
would be good propaganda and also a novel 
way of replenishing our exchequer, 

A Natural History Society in a neighbouring 
town offered us the use of their apparatus for 
the showing of the film, at a low cost and we 
wrote post haste to the PPU to enquire 
whether we might have the loan of the film 
Kameradschaft. 

The reply came back that they were sorry, 
but we could not hire the firm without the 
apparatus for the showing of it. This was a 
blow, even though we had half expected such 
an answer. 

Had the PPU been able to comply with our 
request to supply the film only, then we could 
Pee gone ahead with our plan to show the 

Im. 

The idea in the minds of the members of our 


Peace Group was that other groups similarly ! 


placed should write to the PPU and explain 
their difficulties as we have done, and see if 
some arrangement could not be made whereby 
poorer groups could also show films and thus 
arouse local interest. 

If any other groups have any new sugges- 
tions to make, as to how to get propaganda 
over and also raise funds, we shall be very 
pleased to hear of them. 

EVELYN PARKER. 
Honorary Secretary, Rossendale 
Peace Society. 
“Eden Cottage.” 153, Market Street. 
Edenfield, Ramsbottom, Manchester. 
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This Year’s P.P.U. 
Camp 


The Executive Committee of the PPU 
has decided not to proceed with arrange- 
ments for a camp at Swanwick similar 
to that of last year. 

Instead, there will be a holiday con- 
ference at the Langham Centre. Col- 
chestér, while the Basque children are 
on holiday. This will be smaller and 
cheaper than Swanwick and of a 
different nature. 

Anyone willing to support such a con- 
ference should write to John Barclay at 
96, Regent Street, W.1. 


London Peace Services 
Tomorrow 


For the benefit of members attending 
the PPU annual general meeting over 
the weekend, we give the following list 
of peace services to be held tomorrow 
(Sunday) :— 

Kingsway Hall; 11 a.m. Dr. Donald Soper. 

Friends House, Euston Road; 11 am, 
Usual morning meeting. 

Holy Cross Church, Cromer Street; 7 a.m., 
8 am. 9.30 am., ll am., and 7 p.m. Reve 
R. H. Le Messurier. 

Boro’ Congregational Church, Southwark; 
11 a.m. Service in Welsh; Rev. R. J. Jones, 
of Cardiff, Canon Stuart Morris, and Rev. 
Paul Gliddon. 

St. George’s Church, Hart Street, Blooms- 
bury; 11 a.m. Sung Eucharist; 11.45 a.m. 
Canon Stuart Morris (lesson to be read by 
Max Plowman). 


A NEW LEAFLET 


The Anglican Pacifist Fellowship has 
issued a new leaflet writen by Evelyn 
Underhill entitled The Church and War. 
Copies are obtainable (1d. each or 7s. 6d. 
a hundred) from this organization at 
47, Argyle Square, W.C.1. 


CURE RHEUMATISM WITH 
ALLYSOL 


THE NATURAL ANTISEPTIC 


Powerful, but harmless. No drug effect, contains 
garlic, but does not taint the breath. 
Tablets: 3/- box, post free, from 


G. Millwood, Boxhill Road, Tadworth, Surrey. 


and save time and trouble. 


Interesting 
Informative 


D. 
Price 6 per Copy. 
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THE FACT 


that Books or Leaflets receive mention in 


Peace News " does not necessarily imply 


that they are stocked by us. Read carefully 
to ascertain where they are to be obtained, 


"H. R. L. SHEPPARD 
Himself and His Work" 


Reprint from " St. Martin's Review " 


Inspiring 


“REARMAMENT - 
DEBUNKED-* 


OR PEACEMAKING |; 
FOR BEGINNERS 


PY James Avery Joyce 


‘An answer to the question ‘ What is the 
immediate alternative to Rearmament 2?" 


D, 
Post Free 7 


The Peace Pledge Union, 96 re 


6” per 100 


DISCONTINUED :— 


*A 35. Anti-Gas Precautions 
Some Facts they did not tell you 


4/. per 1000 


"From War to Peace’ 


“THINGS WE WANT YOU TO KNOW” 
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THE LATEST POSTER 


30in. by 20in. 


gent Street, London, W.1 


LITERATURE ORDERS 


are more promptly dealt with if made on 
a separate sheet of paper marked " LIT. 
DEPT." instead of being made part of a 
letter dealing with other subjects. 


Please state to whom goods to be sent 
Please state to whom goods to be invoiced. 
With full address in each case. 


THE MANIFESTO 
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Disarmament 


Following are further extracts from 
Jan Mackay’s essay on “Training for 
World Citizenship,” which won the con- 
tinental prize for Australia and New 
Zealand in the world competition held 
by the New History Society. 


* 


Dur peace training must be continued 

in the colleges where, at present, 
we find our students exposed to destruc- 
tive influences which tend to poison 
their minds with a war psychology 
instead of a peace psychology—fear and 
suspicion instead of friendship and 
good will. 


Those military propagandists whose 
chosen calling is human destruction 
should have no place in the college cur- 
riculum, for they debauch the minds of 
our students by teaching the art of kill- 
ing and maiming their fellows. We must 
work for the abolition of school military 
training. 


Surely it is a crime to teach the latest 
methods of killing fellow students in 
other lands? Their problem is how to 
live with them, not how to destroy them. 


As an ex-student of a college which 
prides itself on its military training, the 
writer urgently desires that the next 
generation shall receive its education 
free from all such influence. 


When we have removed from the 
minds of the students the idea that a 
nation’s strength depends on its armed 
force, we shall have accomplished more 
for peace than all the statesmen con- 
gregated at Geneva. 


MASS ORGANIZATION 


(lan Mackay goes on to lay down a 
programme of constructive work for 
peace, with particular reference to the 
economic factors, and concludes as 
follows.) 


Except in a few backward countries, 
it is agreed that all governmental 
authority emanates from the people, so 
that, if the citizens of the various 
countries demand action along the lines 
of the preceding paragraphs, nothing 
can prevent its fulfilment. 


Really, the question is a personal one. 
Even if we, as individuals, cannot 
change society, we can at least influence 
it by our example. As individuals we 
must carry our ideals into everyday 
life, and live them. 


The League of Nations was drawn up 
by treaty, but unless that treaty is 
backed by the convictions of: the people 
it accomplishes nothing. 


What is really required is a league 
ef the world millions, determined to 
break with war. We, as individuals, do 
not want war, but.a war psychology has 
permeated the council’ chambers of the 
nations, and it may be necessary to 
remove the old diplomats with’ their 
mystic formulas of parity and tonnages. 


in a by-gone age, the old men were 
the transmitters of tribal wisdom and, 
although education has swept away 
many shibboleths, our twentieth cen- 
tury old men still thunder the dogmas 
of the past and, in an effort to justify 
age-old traditions, send youth to the 
shambles. 


We must end the rule of these old 
men with their philosophy of the in- 
evitability of war, and progress in this 
direction must be made by direct educa- 
tion of the masses. 


The clarion cajl must be for education 
in the schools, in the press, and on the 
air. 


Then, as surely as the sun rises in the 
east, there will be born a new genera- 
tion that will place humanity before 
patriotism, that will count it a greater 
thing to cure men by building universi- 
ties than to kill them by building battle- 
ships, a generation that will demand, 
nay enforce, universal disarmament, the 
Jast, highest, and grandest of man’s 
achievements. 


HE real reasons why this 
‘country is arming to an 


extent never dreamed of 
before, are surely important 
enough to justify our close study. 


No doubt there are many reasons; the 
profit motive is clear enough. Messrs. 
Vickers and other arms manufacturers 
have a perfectly clear logical reason for 
desiring enormous armaments, and their 
intrigues and agitation have no doubt 
done much to produce the present 
public opinion. 


But the Labour Party has always 
been aware of this motive and is, in 
fact, still aware of it. And yet the 
Labour Party today tamely acquiesces 
in the most monstrous profits being 
made, and scarcely even mentions the 
example of Ransome and Rapier, 
whose offer to produce arms at cost 
price was turned down by the 
National Government. 


The trade unions could easily insist 
on the profits being, at least, controlled. 
Why do they not do so? 


Another obvious motive is that of 
defending imperial interests. When 
Neville Chamberlain sees the perfectly 
clear and real threat to England’s 
interests in Africa, in China, and, in fact, 
nearly all over the Empire, it is per- 
fectly understandable that he should 
arm to the teeth, and try to persuade 
people that such arming benefits them 
(Gif they are Tories), or else that it is 
intended for collective security (if they 
are Labour or League of Nations 
Unionists). 


But again, the Labour Party has fre- 
quently denounced this government for 
killing collective security, for plotting 
to kill the League, for putting British 
imperial interests before the interests 
of justice and humanity. Labour 
leaders have told us over and over again 
that Mr. Eden was secretly backing 
Franco, and_ actually encouraged 
Mussolini in his Abyssinian adventure. 

And yet the Labour Party today 
stands behind the Government’s colossal 
arms programme, and is constantly 
urging that the air raid precautions 
should be hurried up. The Labour 
backing of rearmament (even the word, 
so untrue in its insinuation, is now en- 
dorsed by socialists) is really quite un- 
conditional. 


Labour leaders, it is true, threaten 
from time to time that labour will with- 
draw this support, but in actual fact 
they know perfectly well that the 
Government does not in the very least 
approve of what they call collective 
security. Indeed, Mr. Chamberlain has 
plainly said so. 


IN spite of denunciations, 
in, spite of a positive 
conviction that the National Govern- 
ment is as likely to wage war on Russia 
as on Germany, in spite of real know- 
ledge that the RAF in particular is the 
governing class’s trump card against the 
workers of England, in spite of every- 
thing, labour is now one of the chief 
recruiting agents for an imperialist 
Tory government. Labour leaders have. 
recently shown that they are prepared 
to swallow even conscription. Why? 


First, and most obvious, there is 
fear. The very men who a few years 
ago denounced the Tory Government 
of this country for being unjust to 
Republican. Germany, are now so 
terrified of Hitler that they even 
forget that their new allies, the 
National Government, actually helped 
to arm this arch-enemy. 


Fear so illogical, so overwhelming, as 
this is, is obviously based upon other 
and deeper causes than those alleged. 
Can we trace the unconscious bases of 
this unreasoning fear? 


A very well-known root of fear is a 
repressed sense of guilt, and I suggest 
that it fits the case here. Socialists in 
Particular have (and should have) a 
bad conscience in this country. They 
know the injustices inflicted by Britain 
on Germany and other countries, and 
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REARMAMENT 


On this page we publish, from time 
to time, articles expressing the indi- 
vidual views and ideas of members of 
the Peace Pledge Union and others. 
These should not be taken as being 
necessarily concurred in either by us 
or by the PPU as a whole. 


yet refuse to consider them. They have 
known for years of the terrible plight 
of workers in Italy and Japan, and have 
never raised a finger to help them, in 
spite of their belief in the brotherhood 
of man. These feelings of guilt are 
repressed, and fear is the result. 


The next psychological mechanism 
which is fairly clear, is that of rationali- 
zation. As English people fear, and in 
their fear build up enormous arms 
(which many of them had previously 
denounced as being an obstacle to world 
peace), they find themselves constrained 
to discover reasons for their illogical 
change of front. 


Hence the emphasis placed by the Daily 
Herald on any atrocities in fascist countries, 
and a relative ignoring of similar horrors in 
India and Palestine; 

Hence the ascribing of a devilish nature to 
Hitler and Mussolini; 

Hence the glorifying of Chinese troops; 

Hence the lauding of Eden and Schuschnigg, 
so recently denounced; who a short time 
ago were described as abominable; 

Hence the intense horror of air bombing when 
done by Franco er Japanese, and the absence 
of horror—even the approval—of similar 
bombing by Spanish Republicans; 

Hence, above all, the general protests against 
the bombing of civilians and the use of 
poison gas, with a complete ignoring of the 
fact that Britain is making bombers and 
tons of that same gas. 


Such contradictions can only be ex- 


plained by a reference to unconscious 
conflict. 


Another mental mechanism is that of 
projection. The English socialist, in his 
hatred for fascism, already feels in ima- 
gination the mingled joy and remorse at 
the horrors which another war would 
bring, and projects the ugly part of this 
on to those enemies. 


English socialists at the moment— 
many of them—are actually more 
aggressive than the fascists, and again 
this aggression is projected on to the 
enemy. The “big bad wolf” explana- 
tion is not new, of course. In 1914, it 
was the Kaiser; in 1938 it is Hitler. And 
the bigness, and the badness. and the 
wolfishness are largely projections. 


MOST interesting 

mental process is seen 

in the action of the trade unions in con- 

nexion with the proposed boycott of 

Japanese goods. Loud in their demands 

that the Government shall apply sanc- 

tions, they nevertheless refuse to apply 
them themselves. 


It is certain that English trade 
unions could force the Government 
to apply certain sanctions, since the 
threat of a complete strike in arms 
construction would bring about an im- 
mediate collapse—and yet the trade 
unions are content with asking for 
what they know will be refused. More 
than that, when certain dockers refuse 
to handle Japanese goods, they are dis- 
owned by their union. What is the 
explanation? 


Again, I suggest an unconscious and 
repressed feeling of guilt. The British 
worker knows that English policy (the 
Ottawa agreements in particular) has 
been directly responsible for untold 
misery in Japan. His conscience pricks 
him, and prevents him from carrying 
out the actual boycott, while he saves his 
face by demanding from the Govern- 
ment what he knows it will not do. 


Rearmament has no rational basis. It 
is known by everybody that its defence 
is negligible, and that if it comes to a 
war all our bombers will not save us. 


When Lord Allen suggests that if it 
comes to war, the democratic Powers 
will win, I suggest that he knows he is 
talking nonsense. In the first place, he 
includes Russia among the democratic 
Powers, and in the second place he 
knows perfectly well that a democracy 
cannot wage war: it turns, at the outset 


or later, but inevitably, into a totali« 
tarian State. 

He knows also that modern war is in- 
discriminate, and that the chief. 
sufferers will be the innocent, while the 
really guilty (if such there be; we are 
all partly so) make their fortunes. He 
knows this, because he said so quite 
clearly when he was a conscientious 
objector. 


LL these contradictions 

can only be done to 
repress conflicts in the minds of those 
who approve of rearmament. Many of 
their rationalizations are plainly absurd, 
as, for instance, the oft-repeated non- 
sense that “if England is armed strongly 
enough, aggressive nations will be 
afraid to attack ” and “a strongly armed 
Britain is the best guarantee of world 
peace.” 


Is it not sufficient answer to point to 
the fact that aggressions have multi- 
plied since England’s rearmament took 
its present gigantic size? 

I have not discussed the case of the 
National Government supporters. In so 
far as they share the professions of 
international justice of the socialists, 
they share also the same complexes. 


The Tory Party proper, of course, 
shows far less sign of neurosis than the 
Labour leaders, since its chief motive is 
plain greed, which it does not attempt to 
repress or hide. 


People like Mr. Amery, whose open 
desires are to keep what we have got— 
however foully we got it—have much 
less of the repressed feeling of guilt. 
With them the repression of altruistic 
motive finds vent in various ways out- 
side the political arena. 


Politics and_ self-seeking (in the 
national sense) are identified in these 
curious minds. I am aware that this 
last attempt at explanation is unsatis- 
factory and inadequate, but I feel so 
little acquainted with this “ die-hard ” 
mentality that it completely baffles me. 


When Sir Arnold Wilson wages war 
on Basque children, it can partly be 
explained by projection—but not wholly, 
and the rest of it seems to me so 
monstrous that I personally feel at a 
complete loss. 


Here's the Answer 


HOW TO DEAL WITH 
HITLER 


THE arguments developed by Dr. 
Alfred Salter, MP, in his BBC talk 
were challenged by Colonel Wedgwood. 
The following points are taken from 
Dr. Salter’s reply. to Colonel. Wedgwood, 
published in Forward a fortnight ago:— 


Colonel Wedgwood asks: “Would the 
dictators be more pacific if we were dis- 
armed?” a : 


No dictator under modern conditions can 
make war unless he has his people practically 
solidly supporting him. Certain defeat 
awaits a divided nation. Hitler is able to 
bluster and threaten today because at least 
85 percent of the German nation is behind 
him. 


From the German point of vicw he has an 
overwhelming case, which the Labour Party 
has long admitted and which even the tories 
are now compelled to concede. 


But take away Hitler’s case by offering 
justice and the average German will refuse to 
support warlike gestures and adventures. 
Redress will have to be conceded sooner or 
later, and everybody knows it. 


Why not offer it spontaneously NOW before 
it is wrung from us by force_of circumstances?, 
Hitler will not dare to go to war or even to 
Maintain the burdens due to rearmament if 
the Allies destroy his case by doing the right 
thing. 

Says Wedgwood: “If all those nations that 
think wars of aggression wrong were 
united to provide an international police 
force strong enough to make aggression un-: 
wise as well as wrong, we might make ¢ 
breach of the peace dangerous.” : 
Well, if you are going to line up your inter-: 

national police force against an aggressor as; 

the world is today, you will have to coerce, ' 

i.e., make war upon, not one isolated aggres-| 

sor nation, but an alliance of three or four and! 

possibly five or six States, most of them’ 
heavily armed. 

In fact, the so-called “police action” wi} 
become a struggle between two groups exactly 
like those that fought the war of 1914-1918, 


. 


compels 
direction: 
be no exc 


The gi 
still a my 
its leade: 
clear outl 
they hop 
made co1 
organizat 
tic affair 
have be 
demands 


_ Even 

demands 
clear tha 
them, the 
driven in 
conseque! 
alienating 
communi: 
trialists, ) 
believed, 
ably bour 


PRIOR 
Nazi 
trated or 
such as tl 
of certai 
‘Treaty o} 
munism, 
Weimar 
pacifism, 
Germa 
Was proc 


the infer 
gripped | 
since the 
confidenc 
of ‘her fa 
Versailles 
first duty 
Treaty : 
moment. 


That tas 
necessitate: 
ment shoul 
the Power: 
her down, 
had verily 
rightful pl 


Just how 
in the dire 
for the ca} 
markets, 
depend up 
of world e1 


Thus the 
Versailles 
Nazi Germ 


938 3: 


totali- 


r is in« 

chief. 
iile the’ 
we are 
es. He 
’ quite 
entious 


lictions 
lone to 
f those 
fany of 
absurd, 
d non- 
trongly 
rill be 
armed 
> world 


int to 
multi- 
nt took 


of the 
In so 
ons of 
cialists, 
»xes. 
course, 
ian the 
otive is 
2mpt to 


e open 
e got— 
: much 
{ guilt. 
truistic 
ys out- 


unsatis- 
feel so 
hard” 
fles me. 


fes war 
rtly be 
wholly, 
me so 
1 at.a 


ITH 


by Dr. 
BC talk 
igwood. 
m from 
igwood, 
ago:— 
tld tthe 
rere dis- 


ions can 
actically 
| - defeat 
$s able to 
at least 
§ behind 


e has an 
ar Party 
ne tories 


offering 
refuse to 
ventures. 
ooner or 


W before 
istances?, 
‘even to 
ament if 
the right 


ons that 
g were 
il police 
‘sion un- 
make @ 


ur inter- 
cessor as| 
> coerce, | 
| aggres-| 
four and | 
of them 


on” will 
s exactly 
-1918, 


April 2, 1938 


Speaking Personally 


WHITHER 


PEACE NEWS 


FASCISM ? 


2. The Conflict between 


Fascism and Capitalism 


N every regime which arises 

out of revolution there is a 

arge measure of incalculability. 
The very force of circumstances 
compels movement in unintended 
directions. Fascism is proving to 
be no exception to the rule. 


The goal of Nazi Germany is 
still a mystery, as up to the present 
its leaders have failed to give a 
clear outline of the kind of society 
they hope to evolve. Nazism has 
made considerable changes in the 
organization of Germany’s domes- 
tic affairs, but in the main these 
have been determined by the 
demands for territorial expansion. 


Even of the extent of these 
demands we know little, but it is 
clear that, in seeking to satisfy 
them, the Nazi leaders are being 
driven into unexpected courses, in 
consequence of which they are 
alienating entire sections of the 
community, as e.g., the big indus- | 
trialists, with whose fortune, it was 
believed, their cause was inextric- 
ably bound up. 


* 


RIOR to its electoral triumph, 
Nazi propaganda was concen- 


trated on a few generalizations, | 


such as the need to free the country 
of certain evils, in particular the 
‘reaty of Versailles, but also com- 
munism, Marxisin, the Jews, the 
Weimar Constitution, democracy, 
pacifism, &c. 


Germany’s paramount need, it 
was proclaimed. was to shake off 


Se 


WILFRED WELLOCK 


the inferiority complex which had 
gripped her like a nightmare ever 
since the War, and regain her self- 
confidence. The symbol and cause 
of ‘her fatalism was the Treaty of 
Versailles. Therefore Germany’s 
first duty was to overthrow that 
Treaty at the earliest possible 
moment. 


That task, with all its implications, 
necessitated rearmament. Hence rearma- 
ment should be Germany’s challenge to 
the Powers which had sought to hold 
her down, the sign and proof that she 
had verily risen and meant to take her 
rightful place among the nations. 


Just how far she would be able to go 
in the direction of territorial expansion 
for the capture of monopoly control of 
markets, raw materials, &c. would 
depend upon circumstances, the course 
of world events. Suen 


Thus the overthrow of the Treaty of 
Versailles became the rallying cry of 
Nazi Germany. Besides restoring her 
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the second writer under 


this heading 


self-confidence and enabling her to 
satisfy her economic needs, the rearma- 
ment programme would give to industry 
the very stimulus that was needed to set 
in full swing the entire life of the 
nation. 


Accordingly the production of arma- 
ments became the centrifugal point 
about which the life of the nation as a 
whole revolved. Moreover, as Germany 
had no guaranteed access to the raw 
materials she required for the purpose 
of rearmament, it.was deemed necessary 
to produce them synthetically, and so 
make the country in very large measure 
self-supporting. That aim has become 
known as Autarkie. 


* 


VIOUSLY, such a policy, in the 

impoverished state of the country, 
involved a large measure of State 
responsibility and control, especially as 
private enterprise questioned the advis- 
ability of the policy even if it were 
practicable, which they doubted. 


From that time on, the power of the 
State over the industrial, economic and 
financial life of the nation grew by leaps 
and bounds, but it was accompanied by 
growing conflict between the Nazi 
authorities and the industrialists. 
Hence the revolt of 1933, to which I 
have already referred. 


But German capitalism was hit in 
other ways also. Dr. Schacht, at that 
time known as the “Economic Dictator 
of Germany,” stated at the opening of 
the National Labour and Economic 
Council in Nuremburg: 

The time is past when .. . economic self- 

~sceking and unrestricted use of profits can 
be allowed to dominate. . .” 

Mr. Ben Riley summarizes the posi- 
tion in an article, ‘What I Saw in 
Germany,” which appeared in Forward 
(December 4, 1937): 

In Nazi Germany conditions of industry 
and labour, hours, wages, &c., are definitely 
regulated and controlled. Every industry 
is strictly controlled by a Ccntrol Ccommis- 
sion... ‘While the individual plants re- 
main th2 private-property of the owners or 
shareholders, the Government Commissions 
have absolute control over the licersing of 
imports and exports, the fixing of prices. . . 
The Government can also decide what shall 
be done with profits. In a word... the 
Government reserve and exercise the right 
to interfere whenever they deem it neces- 
sary to do So. 


Much detail concerning the State 
control of industry is contained in 
Professor R. A. Brady’s The Spirit and 
Structure of German Fascism, which 
was summed up by Edward Conze in a 
Plebs review in December last; as 
follows: 

’ First a number of individual enterprises 
were combined into monopoly: trusts. Then 
the trusts fused with the State, and in cer- 


tain cases the State now coordinates the 
entire field of production. 


The bureaucratic machine cooperates 
everything. while it tries at the same time 
to maintain a certain amount of private 
initiative and competition. The attempt to 
combine the incompatible leads to innumer- 
able frictions There is perpetual friction 
between employers and Nazi officials. 


* 


PROFIT control, and the use of profits 

to promote the welfare of the 
workers is now general in Germany. 
Hitler keeps his ears well to the ground, 
and knows when the limit of pressure 
upon the workers has been reached. 
Afterward his only alternative is to 
make the capitalists foot his Autarkie 
bills and pay for the fulfilment of the 
Nazi purpose. 


A considerable fall in the standard of 


living of the German workers under 
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“There she goes, repeating herself again! ” 


——— 


Nazi rule is generally admitted. 
G. D. H. Cole, in Economic Prospects: 
1938 and After, says: 

The official wage figures, up to the end of 


1936, show wage reductions of about 22 
percent for workers of all grades. 


Edgar A. Mowrer, in Germany Puts 
the Clock Back, says: 


In four years the Nazis had raised the 
taxes to approximately one-quarter of the 
national income, while lowering the general 
standard of nourishment by about 20 
percent. 


W.G. J. Knopp, stated in the Political 

Quarterly for January-March, 1938: 
Since 1933 the standard of living for the 
masses in Germany has been reduced by ten 
percent, while the German gold reserves has 
fallen from 900.000,000 Reichsmarks to 

80,000,000 Reichmarks. 

In the December issue of Lloyds Bank 
Monthly, Dr. Paul Osthold, editor of 
Deutsche Volkswirt, gave figures to 
show that the position of the German 
workers has improved at the expense of 
the capitalists, as the result of Nazi 
policy. 


* 


N view of these facts, the revolt of the 

capitalist against Nazi policy can 
quite well be understood. They have, in 
fact, been restive ever since the end of 
1933, but it was not until February of 
the present year, when they supported 
the revolt of the army generals, that 
they came into the open. 

Yet on January 20, the Daily Tele- 
graph stated in a special article from its 
Berlin correspondent, that it was the 
Nazi intention to follow the example of 
Mussolini, to tighten its grip on German 
industry, leaving only the bare principle 
of capitalist direction. Private control 
waz to be “in principle only.” 

Also, the article stated, the measures 
already taken were to “be followed 
later in the year by further steps 
toward the nationalization of the whole 
armament output, including planes and 
munitions.” 


Below is evidence of the serious 
nature of the recent revolt of the indus- 
trialists, and of its immediate effects: 

Last Thursday, ruthlessness broke over 
every garrison town in Germany After the 
soldiers the flail struck the big capitalists 
who had conspired with them. (H. N. Brails- 

ford, in Reynolds, February 12, 1938). 

_The entire “moderating” influence exer- 
cised by the German industrialists must be 


regarded as broken. The complete subor- 
dination of German industry to warlike pre- 
paredness has now been accomplisned. 
(Manchester Guardian Diplomatic Corres- 
pondent, February 5, 1938). 

Numerous Army officers are being drafted 
into the Ministry of Economics. . If em- 
ployers do not obey, Goering says, “ The 
State ftself must play its part in econami¢ 
affairs.” (New Statesman and Nation, Feb- 
ruary 12. 1938). 

As for the industrialists, their love for the 
Nazis is cooling off as Goering extends State 
control over private enterprise and nation- 
alizes new sections of German industry. 
(Daily Herald, Leading article, February 7, 

_ 1938). 

The economic, struggle between General 
Goering and the industrialists reached dan- 
ger point just before Christmas, when he 
tried to get control of the vast internal and 
foreign resources of Krupps. (Foreign News 
Editor, Daily Herald, February 7, 1938). 

As for the capitalists, they hate the 
growth of economic planning, of State con+ 
trol. and nationalization under Nazi direc+ 
tion. They support the Nazis to defend 
democracy Now, when the Nazi policy of 
self-sufficiency restricts their competitive 
freedom, they would like to curbit.” (Daily 
Herald, February 12, 1938). : 


* 


CLEARLY, therefore, the usual 

assumption. made by the Left. that 
fascism’s primary aim is to fortify 
capitalism, is not in conformity with the 
facts. 


In a foreword to Professor R. A. 
Brady’s The Spirit and Structure of 
German Fascism, Harold Laski writes as 
follows: 

What emerges from his study? Above 
all, I suggest, the conclusion that fascism 
is nothing but monopoly capitalism impos- 
ing its will on the masses whom it had de- 
liberately transformed into slaves. 

Also: 

_ What replaces them (the pre-1933 condi- 
tions) is essentially a partnership between 
monopoly capitalism and the Nazi Party in 
which that supreme coercive power which! 
is of the State’s essence is used to compel! 
obedience to the new system. . 

So far from Nazism and capitalism 
constituting a partnership, the facts 
would appear to indicate that capitalism, 
no less than the workers, is being ruth- 
lessly subordinated to the Nazi purpose, 
while as a result of the failure of the 


recent revolt, a further tightening of the _ 


Nazi grip on the industrial machine may 
be expected. 


That situation raises issues of the 
utmost importance for the whole world, 
no less than for Germany. 
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THe PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all 
who accept the pacifist doctrine. no matter 
what their approach. Its activity is not 
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opposed to war, but promotes and encourages 
a constructive peace policy. Members are 
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or sanction another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the 
card to Ihe Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent 
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The National Purpose 


E make no apology for keeping 

before the peace movement the 
danger of “national service.” One par- 
ticular proposal is now being aired with 
a persistence that should warn all 
against the encouragement given to the 
drift toward conscription by apathy and 
unwarranted optimism. We refer to the 
proposed national register. The latest 
official position was stated by the PRIME 
MINISTER, in reply to a question in the 
House of Commons on March 23, as 
follows: 

A scheme for compulsory national regis- 
tration in time of war, if the Government 
of the day should so decide, has been in 
existence for some years. Proposals for 
compulsory registration in peace-time have 
also been considered, but on balance the 
advantages to be derived therefrom have 
been found to be outweighed by the diffi- 
culties and opposition which would have to 
be surmounted. 

The important thing about the sug- 
gestion that compulsory registration in 
peace-time has been considered un- 
favourably is that one of the major 
reasons against it is officially stated to 
be the opposition which it would meet. 
Naturally, therefore, everything is being 
done by those who favour the idea to 
give the Prime MINISTER the impres- 
sion that that opposition is non-existent 
or negligible. In any case. Mr. 
CHAMBERLAIN referred only to compul- 
sory registration, and so the propa- 
gandists, particularly in the correspond- 
ence columns of The Times, are careful 
noi to insist too strongly on compulsion. 
Even Sir AUCKLAND GEDDES, who was 
Minister of National Service from 1917 
to 1919, advocates “preparation and 
organization on a voluntary basis.” He 
declares: “In. my view, a complete 
register of the population is not essential 
to our fullest war effort, unless conscrip- 
tion. is contemplated. I most sincerely 
hove thet it is not.” 

But whether the national register, if it 
is allowed to come, is compulsory or not 
is not our main concern. Sir GEORGE 
SHEE, in a letter in Tuesday’s Times, 
urges that “the bedrock of national 
strength, in war and peace alike, is the 
training of the whole able-bodied youth 
of the nation ... to link them, a people 
united by a common service, to the 
national purpose.” And Lord Halifax 
wound up Tuesday’s debate in the House 
of Lords with a hint (unnecessarily 
emphasized in The Times next day) of 
the need for uniting the nation to “ con- 
vince others of our purpose.” 

Precisely! But what is the national 
purpose? If it were to lead the world 
away from power politics to a system of 
economic cooperation, could any pacifist 
refuse any national service which might 
be needed to make a success of such a 
peace policy? It is just because the 
national purpose is not one of peace- 
making that “national service” as pro- 
posed is bound to be, to a greater or less 
extent, of a military nature. For the 
same reason we must oppose it. 

According to a leading article in last 
Friday’s Times (which ought to know), 
the Prime MINISTER’S definition of the 
new situation in Europe, on which he 
based his statement of British policy in 
the House of Commons the day before, 

had already been anticipated by his invita- 

tion to the TUC to join in the acceleration 
of a programme of defence designed to 
ensure ‘that principles indispensable to 


stable and confident international relations 


shall not lack the elementary strength to 
assert them. 


As the leader went on to indicate, that 
armament programme is but an expres- 
(Continued in next column.) 
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WHICH SHALL IT BE—tThe Battlefield 


‘LIE world is likely to hear 

much of the report presented 

to the Governments of Britain 
and France by M. Van Zeeland, 
until recently the Premier of 
Belgium. 


Twelve months ago the two Govern- 
ments asked him to undertake “an 
inquiry into the possibility of obtaining 
a general reduction of quotas and of 
other obstacles to international trade.” 
He and his colleague, M. Frére, have 
conferred with national leaders in 
America as well as in European 
capitals. The report was published on 
January 26. 


Behind its discussion of tariffs, 
exchange controls, and the like, is a 
vast human concern—peace instead of 
war, peace which could be won by a 
collective economic policy to aid all 
countries by raising the standard of 
living of their impoverished 
multitudes. 


When in Czechoslovakia and Poland 
last December with Mr. Lansbury, I 
heard responsible statesmen in those two 
countries express their deep conviction 
that this was the one road which could 
lead away from the fateful race in 
armaments. We took every oppor- 
tunity on that journey to urge that the 
Van Zeeland Report, when presented, 
should be studied to discover whether it 
pointed to peace through economic 
agreement. 


Whatever criticism may be directed to 
this or that detail there can be no doubt 
that as a whole the report is a peace- 
maker’s effort, a genuine attempt to 
restore not only communications but 
also close relations between countries 
that have fallen further and further 
apart. I will try in brief terms to set 
out its main proposals. 


sion of British policy; that is, of the 
“national purpose.” 

As if this were not sufficient proof 
that the national purpose is a warlike 
one, the Government .is appealing to 
employers and workers for good will and 
support for its rearmament policy. If 
the engineering. workers’ organizations 
(for a start) reply favourably, meetings 
will be arranged for them with the 
engineering employers, the Government 
will move from generalities to precise 
requests, and the vast emergency war 
machine will have been set in motion. 
That statement of the position does not 
exaggerate its desperate nature. But it 


. also indicates how the apparently deter- 
* mined march to war can even yet be 


checked. For the very fact that the 
Government had to appeal to labour— 
and todo it tactfully at that—is proof 
of labour’s power to allow or prevent 
war. 

Which is it to be? There are three 
alternatives before labour: they can 
wholeheartedly give their support to the 
war-machine; they can sell their support 
(and “the pass”) for some concessions; 
or they can reject even now the whole 
principle of supporting war. 

Now is the time to make a final effort 
to ensure that labour uses its key posi- 
tion against war and on behalf of real 
peace. The least pacifists who have any 
voice in labour affairs can do is to 
support the suggestion of the general 
secretary of the National Union of Rail- 
waymen to invoke the standing order of 
the TUC which provides for the calling 
of a special congress to decide on indus- 
trial action “in the event of there being 
a danger of an outbreak of war.” 
Beyond that, pacifists generally can con- 
tinue to urge upon the powerful 
working class movement in this country 
a policy of constructive peace, such as 
the Peace Pledge Union has already 
advanced in its new manifesto. 


It is to be hoped there will go forth 
from the Annual General Meeting of 
that body in London this weekend 
such a call and such a lead to this end 
as will even yet turn the people away 
from this country’s present war policy, 
and show them a new way to peace. 


or the Council Table? 


THE MAIN ISSUE 


N the first of its three sections the 
report gives a general view of the 
world situation. 


Diverse conceptions of economic life 
are at present in conflict. One view 
regards trade with otner nations as a 
good and desirable thing in itself, 
because it distributes raw materials, 
foodstuffs or manufactured articles, 
usually to the mutual advantage of the 
trading nations. The other view or 
policy—now known as autarky—aims at 
economic independence, by supplying 
the home market with goods produced 
within the national (or imperial) 
frontiers. 


Everybody knows that since the war 
the world has rejected freedom in inter- 
national trade; that governments have 
ranged themselves, with differing 
emphasis, on the side of economic 
nationalism; and that we live today 
amid active hostility, with quotas and 
tariffs and currencies as weapons of 
offence or defence. 


M. Van Zeeland clearly recognizes 
that the sufferers in this conflict are 
the plain folk of the warring 
countries, for economic nationalism 
causes national impoverishment. 


Yet, although difficulties abound, the 
grim circumstances of today demand a 
new and a wiser choice. 


“The economic policy which we now 
adopt,” says the report, “may, if it is 
good, mark the beginning of a new era 
of prosperity in the world; it may also, 
if it is bad, transform the present hesi- 
tations of trade into a new and more 
serious crisis.” 


The report declares for international 
economic collaboration. 


THE REPORT IN OUTLINE 


HE second part of the report 
reviews ‘the principal’ direct 
obstacles in the way of international 
trade and the means for reducing them.” 
I must refer the student to the docu- 
ment, and here name only the outstand- 
ing findings. 

On the economic side M. Van Zeeland 
suggests. that governments should 
undertake: 

1. Not to raise or widen the range of their 
tariffs; . 

‘2. To carry out a general reduction of such 
duties as are of an exceptional character; 

3. To abolish duties and other otstacles 
limiting the export of raw materials; 

4. To negotiale bilateral commercial agree- 
ments based on “the most-favoured nation ’ 
clause; eablll 

5. To remove forms of “ indirect protection” 
which hinder international commerce; 

6. To appoint arbitral bodies for friendly 
settlement of differences of an economic 
character; ; 

7. To suppress industrial quotas; and 

8. To reduce or end agricultural quotas. 

On the financial side the chief 
obstacles to trade are shown to be 
sudden and excessive exchange varia- 
tions and restrictions of commercial 
payments. A network of suggestions is 
elaborated, designed to lessen insecurity 
in international trade, and to promote 
its development, 


The section closes with what is 
virtually an appeal to the States of the 
world “to join in a programme of inter- 
national cooperation.” The cooperating 
States, it is suggested, might establish 
“a common fund, the resources of which 


might be applied, under appropriate cone 
ditions, to facilitate the financing of 
legitimate trade operations during the 
period of adjustment.” 


If this includes the provision of 
capital for industrial and agricultural 
developments in the poorer and more 
backward countries, then a long stride 
would be taken toward advance in the 
standard of living where destitution 
now abounds. 


A WAY FORWARD 


IF peace on earth is to be reached 

through goodwill and joint action in 
the economic field, what is the way. 
forward? 


A notable merit of the report is that 
the reader—be he expert or plain citizen 
—jis not left “in the air.” In his final 
section the author, after recalling the 
fears and suspicions and complexities 
that make cooperation difficult between 
governments, refuses to be turned aside 
from the work of welfare-building. 


He proposes’ a new method of 
approach, “the object of which will be, 
above all, to secure to each participant 
the tangible advantages of collective 
action.” A pact of international 
economic collaboration. is advocated, 
open to all States: ‘the aim of the pact 
would be to raise the standard of living 
by improving the: general well-being.” 

The leading economic Powers are 
invited to take the first steps. If their 
opening consultations were encourag- 
ing, a bureau. appointed for the purpose 
would carry forward discussions with all 
the States,.and in the light of the 
responses would draw up a programme 
of constructive action, related to the 
economic reforms summarized above. 


Negotiations, where and when success- 
ful, would be completed by international 
agreements, and by a conference “to 
pu. the final .ttouches and exchange 
signatures.” 


THE CHOICE 


OUNCIL-TABLE instead of battle- 

field! Collective action to better the 

human lot in place of the massing of the 
instruments of death! 


Assuredly, active support for M. Van 
Zeeland’s endeavours is a duty. 


(This reprint of an article in “The 
Christian World” is now available in leaflet 
form from Embassies of Reconciliation, 16, 
Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, price 1s. 6d, 
per 100.) 
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—Another Sponsor 


of the P.P.U. will write in 
PEACE NEWS 


next week 


Harold F. Bing 


will be the writer and his subject 
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OPPOSITION CANDIDATES IN 
CONCENTRATION CAMP 


Facts behind 
Bulgarian 
Election Results 


By a Special Correspondent 


Follcwing the general election in 
Bulgaria the new Parliament will 
consist of 160 deputies, 103 of whom 
are for the Government with the 
opposition reduced to 57. (The 
elections are the first the country 
has had for seven years.) 


HE above is the official state- 
ment. It has, however, come 
to our knowledge that the 
results of the voting in the first 
elections (polling took place on 
four successive Sundays, each 
Sunday in a different district) 
showed that the democratic forces 


Jewels Given to 
the Work for 


Peace 


WO rings, one containing five 
rubies and the other five 
diamonds, are among the 
latest contributions received 
toward the work of the PPU. 


They were delivered at PPU head- 
quarters accompanied by a letter, 
initialled “ DSB.,” from a Balham, 
S.1W.17, address, suggesting that 
they should be sold to meet ex- 
penses incurred in holding meet- 
ings, or that the proceeds should 
be put in the PPU general fund. 


The Peace Pledge Union is quite ready 
to receive and Sell jewellery sent 
as a contribution to its funds. 


Some of the 35 exiled lawyers on arrival at the camp 


were winning by a considerable 
majority. 

Following this, candidates who were 
standing in opposition to the Govern- 
ment were seized in considerable 
numbers and placed in concentration 
camps. 

In the town of Nessebar (previously 
called Mesemvrie), on the borders of the 
Black Sea, situated on a small peninsula 
linked with the main land by a very 
narrow isthmus, 400 political exiles are 
being held. They include men and 
women of all ages and social positions, 
particularly ex-communists and _ ex- 
agrarians (Farmers’ Party). 

Among the exiled are 35 lawyers of 
considerable repute throughout Bul- 
garia. and a number of schoolteachers, 
both men and women. 


DARED TO OPPOSE GOVERNMENT 

Most are exiled under the false 
accusation of “having spread false 
information,” which means that in their 
election addresses they dared to expose 
the tyranny of the reactionary Govern- 
ment and to stand for freedom of ex- 
pression and the rights of men to voice 
the opinion they hold. 


Such a method of exiling parlia- 
mentary candidates—even those who 
have been accepted as suitable accord- 
ing to the decreed law of the country— 
is without precedent in the history of 
Bulgaria. 

The Government assured the people 
and European public opinion that the 
elections would be the freest ever 
known, but once again the voice of 
those who stand for justice and free- 
dom is silenced. 


In the past, Messebar has been the 
place of exile for the adversaries of 
the Byzantine Emperors; escape is 
impossible. 


ANNUAL MEETING 
Nearest Pacifist Church 
HOLY CROSS;-~CROMER STREET, 
JUDD STREET, W.C.1. 
Four minutes from Friends’ House. 
Mass 7, 8, 9.30 and 11 a.m. 
Lent Mission Service 7 p.m. 


Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Room 
Dedicated 


From Our Own Correspondent 


BIG step forward in the history of 

the pacifist movement in the locality 
was made at Woodford, Essex, on Sunday 
evening on the occasion of the dedica- 
tion of the new Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Peace Room. 


. The object of the new peace room is 
to act as a centre for all pacifists in the 
district. It is opposite a bus stop and 
attracts much attention. Inside there is 
a good selection of books for sale and 
an equally good selection of books on 
pacifist and kindred subjects which can 
be borrowed for a modest charge. 


The dedication took the form of a 
short service conducted by the Rev. 
W. L. Waights, the local Methodist 
minister, and there were _ present 
between forty and fifty people, members 
of the two biggest individual pacifist 
organizations in the district—the Peace 
Pledge Union and the Methodist Peace 
Fellowship. 


The Rev. Waights spoke on pacifism 
from the Christian point of view. To 
him the only force that was strong 
enough to conquer the hate which was 
rife in the world was the power of love, 
the sort of love that was prepared to 
sacrifice itself. 


If pacifists were not going to fight for 
their country they had to render it some 
service instead of fighting, and that 
redemptive love was the greatest pos- 
sible service. 
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THE STATE” 


Mr. Gandhi on How Pacifists Can 
Combat the War Spirit 


“MHE war spirit is creeping 
slowly over us. How are 
we to combat itr” 

This question relating to conditions in 
England was put to Mr. M. K. Gandhi 
recently by a pacifist friend. 

“T know how difficult it is for you to 
combat it in England,” replied Mr. 
Gandhi. “You have to approach the 
problem with faith and determination 
even though you may be very few. I 
would recommend the study of Richard 
Gregg’s book on the practice of non- 
violence. 

“So long as we eat a single grain of 
wheat grown under the protection of 
arms we participate in violence. 


“When one realizes this one has ‘9 
be an exile in 9ne’s own country and 
a rebel. But everything has to be done 
according to the measure of one’s 
strength. A few peosple with the 
courage of their convictions can be- 
come perfect nuisances to the whole 
State. 
“How far it is possible to reduce the 
whole thing to practice is for each in- 
dividual to judge.” 


To Link those Working 


tor Disarmament 


BELIEVING that the main danger in 

the present crisis is the increasing 
share of the USA in the armament race, 
the Women’s Peace Union of New York 
proposes the formation of an Interna- 
tional Parliamentary Disarmament Bloc. 


This would be an informal alliance 
between disarmament advocates in every 
government. The members of the bloc 
would strive continually in their respec- 
tive countries for unilateral disarma- 
ment. 


All members would be sustained by 
the knowledge of the efforts of co- 
workers in other countries. They would 
also be able to influence those now sup- 
porting armament mesures, by giving 
them accurate information of disarma- 
ment activities in these other lands. 

They would oppose all imperialistic 
and aggressive policies, and it would be 
possible for them to have a continuing 
and informal international conference 
devoted to complete disarmament, 
abolition of economic barriers; and such 
other economic measures as they deemed 
desirable. 


NG? ONLY 
NUMBERS NEEDED 


“Our English movement for peace is 
growing,” said Mr. Gandhi’s questioner. 
“But shall we simply go on enrolling 
more and more members? ” 

“T am not enamoured of numbers,” 
replied Mr. Gandhi. “A peace army 
does not rely upon numbers unless they 
understand the implications of non- 
violence. I would, therefore, concentrate 
on a few becoming saturated with the 
spirit of non-violence and disciplining 
themselves for the utmost suffering. 

“How exactly to act in particular 
situations is a matter of waiting on God. 
The answer comes straight in response 
to prayer from the heart. Such prayer 
carries with it the anguish of the soul.” 

On the subject of peace movements 
generally Mr. Gandhi said: 

Just now a good many people are talking 
of world peace, promoting peace societies, 
and passing resolutions. This is good as far 
as it goes. But it may not be non-violence. 

An army of non-violence exposes itself to 
all the risks that an army of violence does. 
Only the latter expects to retaliate even 
when it is not the aggressor. An army of 


non-violence runs risks without the wish to 
retaliate. 


In recording this conversation the 
editor of Harijan recalls that with Mr. 
Gandhi “the training for non-violence 
had begun as early as when he was 
barely twelve years old,” due to the 
fact that “in his childhood he was taken 
up with the simple lines of the Gujarati 
poet Shamaldas who enunciated the law 
of returning good for evil.” 


Though the soldier wears openly, and 
even parades his butchering tool, no- 
where as far as I have travelled, did the 
schoolmaster make show of his instruct- 
ing tool: nay, were he to walk abroad 
with birch girt on thy, as if he therefrom 
exected honour, would there not among 
the idler class perhaps a certain levity 
be excited.—Carlyle— Sartor Resartus. 


A. LESLIE JARRATT 


Motor Engineer 


CHURCHFIELD AVENUE, 
FINCHLEY, N.12 


will be pleased to have the 
opportunity of servicing your car 
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SUPPLIED 
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HILLSIDE 2744 to arrange for collection 
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See it on Tour 
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Woman’s Point Of View 


PEACE 


LET’S DROP THE 
WIFE AND MOTHER 


T a group-leaders’ meeting 
Av months ago there was a 
’ Mdiscussion on whether or not 
a committee should be set up to 
deal with the cubject of propa- 
ganda for women. 
Did womer require special propaganda? 
Could the fact that only 25 percent of 
the pledge cards arriving at Peace 

Pledge Union” headquarters - were 

signed by women be accounted for by 

a failure in PPU propaganda to con- 

sider their special problems? 

These were the questions which it was 
intended we.should discuss. 

What we actually did discuss was 
whether women were good in their 
hearts and bad in their heads, or good 
in their heads and bad in their hearts, 
whether the women in the movement 
did more or less than the men, whether 
married women were as clever as single 
women. ... 

The unmistakable smell of the red 
herring grew stronger and stronger. 

That is what generally happens when 
we try to discuss woman. As the news- 
papers have been able to prove very 
profitably, she is herself the ripest red 
herring of all. Even to herself she is 
this. 

She is still so much on the defensive 
against criticism of her intellectual 
capacity, so watchful for infringements 
of her rights, and, except in her home, 
so unsupported by tradition, that when 
she is asked to think about the differ- 
ences between herself and man, she 
generally becomes aggressive, competi- 
tive and muddled. 

She then confuses with the issue 
which she ought to be considering her 
own private difficulties. 

(This often happens to men, too, in 
the red-herring market, but this is the 
‘woman’s page, and self-criticism is good 
for us.) 

* 


For this reason many -people. think 

that the less we bother about the 

differences between the minds and the 

social needs of men and 

WRONG women the better. If dis- 

METHODS? cussion of a subject pro- 

duces nothing but explo- 

sions or’ peevish fizzlings of personal 

prejudice, it is obviously best to wait 
until time has damped the squib. 

Given time, men and women will 
become secure and undefensive in their 
new social relationship; they will then 
be able, if it-still seems necessary, to 
discuss their likenesses, differences, 
equalities. and inequalities.in a detached 
and-cooperative spirit. 

But time is not being given to us. 
Europe is ... We can ckip the descrip- 
tion of. Europe; the nightmare by now 
has the added horror of triteness. 

Meanwhile only one quarter as many 


~* Nursery Rhymes for 
‘Modern Times 


Hit. 

. Little Miss Muffet 
Sat on a tuffet; 

_ She couldn’t afford ARP. 
There came a big bomber 
And dropped a bomb on her — 
Now she may RIP. 


suggests 
Morna Mactaggart 


women as men are recognizing the 
necessity of pacifism. Why? It is clear 
we ought to be asking ourselves a 
number of questions about the appro- 
priateness of the methods we have been 
using. 

De we too easily assume that the 
way to stir a woman’s imagination is 
by appealing to her in her réle of wife 
and mother? 

By reminding her constantly of the 
dangers to her husband and children, do 
we do more than inflame her mind with 
fear? It is difficult to stimulate fear and 
thought at the same time, and fear with- 
out thought will always make her 
clamour for the kind of protection 
which history has accustomed her to 
think of as her right. 

Do we praise her too often for her 
capacity for sacrifice, instead of criti- 
cizing her for her readiness to live at 
secondhand, through other people—it is 
other people she sacrifices—and to 
evade her responsibilities, which the 
suffragettes won for her along with her 
privileges? 

* 

BEFORE she was either a wife or a 
mother she was an individual. An 
individual she remains. even with a 
dozen children. Marriage 
PRIVILEGE and maternity do _ not 
AND DUTY deprive her of the power 
to think in any but a stock 
set of emotional terms—or when they 
do, is it not a jolt she needs, a severe 
and uncomfortable jolt, rather than 

encouragement? 

I think that somehow we have got to 
find a way of administering a jolt to 
woman's respect for herself as an 
individual. 

If an inquiry were made among the 
women in the PPU. I do not believe it 
would be found that it was fear for the 
lives of their husbands and their 
children that had made them pacifists, 
but rather the recognition that the 


NEXT WEEK—— 


What Women have 
Done: 


War Resistance, 1914-18 
By 
Miss Joan Beauchamp 


immunity. from the duty to murder, 
which they have enjoyed at most stages 
of history, is a privilege they have no 
right to keep for themselves. Men have 
made that admission about. many of 
their privileges. 
If a woman does not want to kill, she 
must recognize the right to the same 
reluctcnce in others. She could do the 
modern mechanical kind of killing 
quite competently; her inferior 
physical strength no longer exonerates 
her from the need to think about the 
problem. 
Can we make her see this? Can we 
make her accept the responsibilities of 
social equality? 


Harvest of War 


ECENT events in Germany have 
made most people think of the evil 
harvest of war for the defeated nation. 
Discussing the threat of a second world 
war they realize that the same grim har- 
vest would be reaped again in the un- 
likely event of civilization surviving. 

I would like these people to consider 
for a moment the evil harvest that the 
winning side reaps in war. 

I do not mean the millions of dead 
whose bones are still being found in the 
fields of France, nor the evil effects of 
hardship at home. I mean the impossi- 
bility of keeping peace and war stan- 
dards in separate compartments. 

(Continued foot of next column.) 


NEWS 


The BBC's Way of Peace’ Broadcasts 


April 2, 1938 


by NIGEL SPOTTISWOODE 


ELEMENTS OF POWER 


E talk on raw materials covered 

much the same ground as the earlier 
talk by Dr. Salter, but from a different 
angle. Mr. Leith, an American, concen- 
trated his attention on the narrower field 
of minerals. 


Minerals are essential for the life of 
an industrial country and, unlike many 
other raw materials, are virtually irre- 
placeable. The importance of minerals 
has grown enormously in the last 25 
years, for in that period the consump- 
tion of world industry has risen to an 
extent which is not generally recog- 
nized. 


Furthermore, when the map of the 
world was redrawn in 1918, many 
mineral producing’ areas were trans- 
ferred from the control of the Central 
European bloc to that of the Allies, so 
that today the USA and the British 
Empire control three-quarters of the 
mineral resources of the world. 


Before the war, Germany was 92 
percent self-sufficient in iron, whereas 
now her most optimistic propagandists 
only aim at 40 percent self-sufficiency. 
This change is due partly to the loss of 
Lorraine and partly to the increased con- 
sumption of her industries. 


Mr. Leith fully recognized that this 
inequality in the wealth of the world 
was a just cause for resentment on the 
part of the unsatisfied powers. He 

_pointed out that the grievances could 
only be met by a removal of the restric- 
tions on international trade so that 
every country had equal access to the 
mineral resources of the world. 


But at the last moment his courage 
failed him, and he stipulated that before 
this could be done, the satisfied powers 
must organize themselves together to 
resist any “lawbreaking” on the part 
of the countries to whom they are going 
to he generous. 


This argument was carried further by 
an anonymous member of the Supreme 
Economic Council of the last war. He 
was considering the problem frankly 
from the strategic point of view. 

The staying power of this country in 
the event of a war depended largely on 
our ability to keep our trade routes 


What War Means 
UNLIMITED DAMAGE 


ALTHOUGH some societies are doing 
all that is possible.to meet the de- 
mand for insurance against war risks, 
Sir William Palin Elderton, chairman of 
the British Insurance Association, told 
the Insurance Institute of London re- 
cently that it was impossible to insure 
against war today. 
“After pointing out that for insurance 
putposes some idea’ must be formed of 
the amount of damage that would occur 
and of the chance’ of a particular pro- 
perty surviving, Sir William continued : 


The Great War gave some indication of 
the sort of damage that can be done by air- 
craft, but conditions have changed greatly 
since then, and there is little doubt that 
hostile aircraft can now do more damage 
than was done in that war. 

The difficulty in assessing a premium lies 
first, in the impossibility of making any 
accurate estimate of the damage to property 
in this country that might result in the 
event of war; and then, even if such an 
estimate could be made, in ascertaining in 
advance when the damage is likely to occur. 
The uncertainty when war might start can 
be exemplified by the recent Japanese in- 
vasion of China, when there was no declara- 
tion of war. 


(Continued from column 2.) 
I have never seen this better put than 
by C. E. Montague in Disenchantment: 
They tell me we've pulled through at last 
all right because our propergander dishes 
out better lies than what the Germans did. 
So I say to myself, “If tellin’ lies is all that 
bloody good in war, what bloody good is 
tellin’ truth in peace?” 
Who can tell how much of that har- 
vest we are reaping now? Ss 


The pacifist is not only a man or 
woman who refuses to take life in any 
cause, for that is only a part of war. The 
pacifist has the same loathing for war’s 
dirtiest weapon—the lie. 

The results of defeat are spectacular, 


| those of victory are a hidden cancer. 
| , M. S. 


open. Wars were fought with people 
as well as guns, and the people required 
feeding. Only one-fifth of the world’s 
raw materials were minerals, the re- 
maining four-fifths being _foot-stufis. 


Half the food which we eat in England 
is imported, including seven-eighths of 
our wheat. Italy and Germany on the 
other hand can nearly support their own 
populations even under blockade. 


With modern methods of attack it 
is extremely unlikely that we should 
be able to maintain our shipping 
routes intact, so that actually our 
staying power may well be less than 
that of Germany or “taly. 


If we wish to maintain our exclusive 
control over raw materials, we must not 
only keep our political control over the 
areas in which they are produced, but 
also our naval control over the seas by 
which they are transported. But in fact 
our Empire is so swollen and the attack- 
ing power in modern weapons is so great 
that under war conditions our control 
would disintegrate. 


What then is the solution? The at- 
tempt to carry out appeasement and at 
the same time protect our interests is 
a contradiction in terms. Appeasement 
means relinquishing ov~ exclusive con- 
trol of raw materials, and security 
means increasing that control. 


The policy of collective security, sanc- 
tions, or defending British interests, can 
best be carried out by adding to the 
already insuperable difficulties which 
the unsatisfied Powers find in obtaining 
supplies of their raw materials. The 
policy of appeasement means the exact 
opposite—and it is logically impossible 
to do both at once. 


THE STRIKE METHOD IN 
HISTORY 


!.—When the plebeians would 
not fight for Rome 


HE strike method was used in 

ancient as well as modern times, 
and by people of the most widely 
different standards of civilization. In 
Western Europe the first general strike 
(as H. G. Wells calls it) occufred in 
Rome in 494 Bc. 


The Roman State. at that time ruled 
entirely by the patricians, who were 
great landowners, was constantly at war 
with neighbouring States. The object 
of the wars was to get still more land 
and still greater fortunes for the. 
patricians. 

The fignting was done.by armies of 
much poorer people, the plebeians, who 
were forced by the patricians. to equip 
themselves at their own expense. As 
war succeeded war. the plebeians fell 
deeper and deeper into debt. 

In 494 sc, after being cheated cf 
reform, they refused military service 
and marched out of Rome to Mount 
Aventine. There they camped and 
announced that they intended to 
found a community independent of 
Rome. 

They did not return until the patri- 
cians gave guarantees for the redress of 
grievances, both economic and political. 
They were not pacifists in this, for they 
afterward fought again for the patri- 
cians, but they had successfully used 
non-cooperation to achieve social justice. 


* * * 


Although this story of the secession of 
the plebs. was described by Livy many 
years after the event, it is clear that two 
things greatly astonished him: 

Firstly, they went sine ullo duce, with- 
out any leader; 

Secondly, the movement was carried 
out in perfect order without any 
violence. A 
As Livy was writing with the object 

of glorifying the warlike tradition of the 

Romans, what surprised him was exactly 

what the pacifist, who wishes to dis- 

credit that tradition, must know and 


practise. 
S. D. U. 
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WHIRLIGIG 


by 
Percival Gull 


CAMEL CORNER 
MY chief spy in the Near East, 
~ who spends much of his time 
loafing round desert water-holes dis- 
guised as a four-humped camel, has sent 
me a secret docket. In it, he reports the 
great concern felt by. Irak Government 
circles at the frequent voyages made by 
the Russian Grand Fleet across the 
sands to Bagdad. 

Local shooting parties, it appears, on 
reaching home after a day's flamingo- 
potting, have several times lately been 
horrified to find a Russian Admiral 
hidden among the birds. Seen from a 
distance, they are indistinguishable. 
Flamingoes have red wings. The 
Admirals have apparently been shot 
when perched among the rigging of 
their cruisers or when spying out the 
land from a date tree. 


ALAS, POOR GULL 
CRITICISMS of my sense of 
* humour have fallen off corx- 
siderably since I published the news last 
week that the editor has forbidden me 


to use the words “sausage” and 
“ whisky.” 
However, there is still a constant 


stream of letters reaching the office, 
complaining bitterly against this column. 

My private life has been thoroughly 
upset. The editor, besides refusing to 
speak to me, has taken away my velvet 
jacket and broken my meerschaum pipe. 
The Highgate Scream Club has asked 
me to change my tie and the Bloomsbury 
Thought Circle has asked me to return 
my sandals. 

The only society from which I have 
not. yet been expelled is the Deep 
Thinkers League, which meets every 
third Wednesday in a disused potting- 
shed near Clapham Common, and dis- 
cusses the influence of fourteenth- 
century poetry on the speeches of Mr. 
Winston Churchill. 


LOOK AT THIS 
HE following 
example, 
last Tuesday :— 

Stop Gull stop bad taste stop bad form 
stop shoot him from neck of cannon stop 
—Ardent Pacifist. 

Arrangements have therefore been 
made, a cannon has been procured, and 
next Thursday at dawn I shall be 
rammed into it and fired from Tower 
Gardens. 


HAVE A HEART 

E gun will be pointed in a 

north-easterly direction. Col. 
Bombast has been asked to pull the 
string. My line of flight is expected to 
lie over Bermondsey, Hackney, Harrow, 
North Tooting, Berkeley Square, and 
Houndsditch. 

It is particularly requested that on 
this occasion groups in the above districts 
shall cooperate loyally with the air raid 
precautions authorities. 

As soon as I touch ground the correct 
thing to do is to run round me in a circle, 


telegram, for 
reached the editor 


* scoop me up in a shovel, flop me in a 


bath of water and sprinkle me with 
handfuls of sand. 

Volunteers are warncd not to approach 
me too closely, as I shall probably give 
out.an intense heat and may scorch their 
asbestos suiting. 


DIPLOMATISCHE DOODLE 
Now that Mr. Chamberlain has 
outlined his foreign policy I 
am able to reveal the exact course of 
action which he intends to pursue. 

On Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays 
he will support the League of Nations. 
On Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays 
he will support isolation. On Sundays 
he will remain at home, and if a decision 
is needed will consult Signor Mussolini. 

If Signor Mussolini is out he will con- 
sult Herr Hitler. If Herr Hitler is absent 
he will consult Monsieur Blum. If Mon- 
sieur Blum is absent he will call the 
Cabinet together, on the advice of 
Colonel Beck. 

He will appeal for recruits and toss for 
it. The coin used will be a Queen Anne 
shilling. There has never been the 
slightest dissension in the Cabinet over 
Mr. Chamberlain's decision to make the 
League of Nations Call.“ heads,” and re- 
ports that Lord Halifax preferred “tails” 
are entirely without foundation. 

There is, on the contrary, complete 
unanimity among ministers as to the 
course of action to be followed. 


PEACE 


NEWS 


Il 


Little Arthur’s Gide to A.R.P. 


RP means Air Raid Pre- 
A cautions. Some people think 
this means preventing air 
raids, but that is quite wrong. Air 
raids are not necessarily bad; it 
depends on who is raided.., 
In any air raid there are two sides, 
Us and Them. If They raid Us, then 
that is a Bad Air Raid. But if We 
raid Them, that is a Good Air Raid. 
And as Our Country is spending 1,500 
million pounds on things to bomb Them 
with, obviously we must not prevent air 
raids or all this would be a Waste of 
Public Money. (You know, like giving 
the dole to the unemployed and pensions 
to civil servants.) 


* 


CO it is clear that air raids will just 

happen. We must think out how to 
protect our Native Land when one 
happens. 

In an air raid you have three sorts of 
bomb dropped on you: high explosive 
bombs, gas bombs, and _ incendiary 
bombs. 

By far the most dangerous of these 
is high explosive. That is why all our 
ARP lectures and booklets deal only 
with incendiary bombs and_es gas 
bombs. 

This Preserves Civilian Morale and 
shows the enemy that we haven’t got the 
wind up. There are two ways of avoid- 
ing high explosive: one is to get into a 
reinforced concrete shelter; the other, 
very popular with ARP lecturers, is to 
stop at home in bed. 

This is not so good, because you tend 
to get blown up if a bomb lands near 
you. But that won’t matter: for, if you 
were an Essential Person, you would be 
in a proper shelter. 


WHO'S i 
in 
HIERE is no unknown person- 


ality to tell you about this week. 
That is partly the writer’s fault. He 
has been holiday-making for four days. 
The only pacifist he met during that 
time was a PEACE NEWS seller in Cam- 
bridge, wno tried very hard to sell him 
last week’s column! 


He congratulates the lady. He hopes 
his readers will forgive him. And now, 
having somewhat less space than usual, 
he gets on quickly with the job. 


SCHOOLMASTER C.0O. 


ON page six of this issue is an article 

on the “Psychology of Rearma- 
ment.” Its author, Frank E. Moreton, is 
a schoolmaster. - 

He was Head of the New Zealand 
Friends’ School for seven years. He has 
lived, at various times, .in Ireland, 
France, and Belgium, and has also paid 
visits to South Africa and Australia. 

During the Great War he was a con- 
scientious objector. He was hauled 
before three tribunals and _ finally 
joined the | Friends’.-War | Victims’ 

Relief Committee in -France. 


One of the first to answer Dick 
Sheppard’s call, Frank Moreton was for 
some time leader of the Peace Pledge 
Union group in Welwyn Garden City. 


A MIXTURE 


But there are not many pacifists who 

can claim such a_ thoroughgoing 
international temperament as Morna 
Mactaggart. 

Morna Mactaggart writes for the 
women this week. She is a novelist with 
a growing reputation. The title of her 
best-known book is Broken Music. 

Born in Rangoon, Morna Mactag- 
gart’s composition is three eighths 

German, with the other five eighths a 

blend of Irish and Scots! 

During the Great War her grand- 


father was a lecturer at Freiburg 
University. 
Until quite recently Morna 


Mactaggart was the secretary of the 
W.C.1 group of the PPU. 


ALMOST STOPPED WAR 


COLONEL Edward M. House, who 
died a few days ago, was one of the 


big figures behind the scenes in pre-War 
politics. 


ss SuNDRGE fa 


ERE are two sorts of person in Our 

Country: Essential Persons and 
Inessential Persons. The Essential 
Persons are, roughly, all military men. 
all Heads of Departments, and all 
people with an income of over £1,000 a 
year. 

All’ other men, and all women, 
children and other oddments are 
Inessential Persons and it is obvious 
that they must take their chance. 


The poor illiterates who make up the 
Spanish Government are quite unable 
to distinguish between Essential and 
Inessential Persons; they are trying to 
provide bombproof shelters for all 
citizens alike. 


This shows the savage insensibility 
of the Spanish people and their in- 
ability to make those fine distinctions 
of value which are among the chief 
glories of the English race. 


The distinction we have made is very 
useful when we come to talk about gas. 
There are three sorts of mask, and 
which sort you get depends on how 
essential you are. 


The one for inessential people has the 
nicest rubber facepiece which crinkles 
up by the ears if you have an unusual 
shape of head. This adds chic to the 
appearance and variety to your life 
when you try to stop the thing from 
leaking. 

Wearing one of these masks is so 
full of little pleasures and surprises 
that the criticisms which some people 
bring seem quite futile. 

Some cranky scientists from Cam- 


the NEWS 


The late President Wilson described 
him as “my second personality.” 

The actual position of House was a 
vague one, but as confidant and adviser 
of Wilson he exerted an enormous 
influence over the conduct of American 
foreign policy in the years immediately 
prior to 1914. 


In the spring of 1914 itself, when 
war seemed inevitable, House came to 
Europe and tried to clear up the mess. 
He interviewed the Kaiser and tried 
to effect a conciliation between 
Britain and Germany. 


The Kaiser said afterwards: “ His 
visits to Berlin and London nearly pre- 
vented the Great War.” 


They might have been quite success- 
ful if the Archduke Ferdinand hadn't 
been assassinated at the crucial 
moment. As it was, the noise of that 
one shot drowned conversation for four 
years. 


A LONG RECORD 


HERE are some names which will 
appear .in this column more than 
once. Among them are those of Dr. 
Alfred Salter, Lord Ponsonby, Bertrand 
Russell, and George Lansbury. 

Such men, with their long records of 
devoted service to the cause of peace, 
cannot be dismissed with a brief para- 
graph. Moreover, there are so many 
interesting facts to be told about them 
that nothing less than a page could do 
them justice. 


For instance, in 1914 Dr. Salter 
wrote an article in the Labour Leader 
expounding the pacifist position. Two 
million copies were printed in leaflet 
form and (since the wheels of the war 
machine were already turning) a 
great number of people were sent to 
prison for distributing them. 

When Bertrand Russell (of whom 
more later) was sent to prison, Dr. 
Salter succeeded him as chairman of the 
No Conscription Fellowship. He opened 
a convalescent home for COs in Kent 
and kept the torch of pacifism burning 
brightly in the face of every opposition. 

Dr. Salter was born in 1873. He has 
been a member of Parliament (for West 
Bermondsey) for fifteen years, and is 
one of the few MPs who have fought 
every election on a platform of absolute 
Pacifism. 


bridge have said that the filter won’t 
keep out arsenical smoke: but this is so 
obviously untrue that it has not been 
necessary to supply the scientists with a 
single one for them to test. 


* 
HE scientists are typical of those 
neurotic intellectuals who won't 


believe what they are told and who 
keep worrying over the ends for which 
their work is being used. You can see 
that they wouldn’t be kept in the Civil 
Service for two minutes. 

How incompetent these professors are 
when it comes to practical affairs! Our 
ARP handbooks say that a room can be 
made gasproof in about five minutes. 
The scientists say that it took six of 
them half an hour even after practice. 

In any case their theories about gas 
have been refuted by government 
experiments on Salisbury Plain. The 
professors have asked for full details 
of these experiments, but it is 
obviously not in the public interest to 
give them to such a gang of mal- 
contents. 

* 


OW what about incendiary bombs? 

These fall through the roof and set 

fire to the floor underneath. 

Every decent citizen will protect him- 
self by covering his top floor with about 
two inches of sand. He will also get a 
shovel with a nice Jong handle, a bucket 
of sand, and some goggles. With this 
apparatus it should be quite easy to 
scoop up the bomb and dump it in the 
garden or something. 

A thermite bomb will burn through 
most metals: when you can see it, you 
can’t reach it, and when you can reach 
it, you can’t see it. 

But a little practice will soon enable 
people to overcome these trifling diffi- 
culties; and they will get this practice 
quite easily, because incendiary bombs 
are dropped in groups of six and even a 
small bomber can carry 500 of them. So 
that is quite all right. 

It seems 2 bit difficult to go upstairs 
with your scoop while remaining in 
your gasproof room; but we under- 
stand that our Government has called 
in Professor Einstein and Mr. J. B. 
Priestley to solve this problem in 
space and time. Either an answer has 
not yet been reached or it would not 
be in the public interest to reveal it 
—we forget which. ’ 

* 
OU learn all about ARP from 
lecturers. They are very nice men; 
Their kindly faces beam with pleasure 
when they are helping clerical assist- 
ants to fit their masks. Also they are 
very wise. 

When you ask them questions they 
give you short answers which are 
really very profound. You have to go 
away and think about them for a long 
time, and even then you don’t always 
see what they mean. ; 
Home Office lecturers dislike idle 

chatter of every kind, and that is why 
they refuse to debate in public with the 
Cambridge scientists. 

A similar fine type of man is becoming 
a Warden in the boroughs throughout 
the country. Wardens are very-carefully 
selected from amongst reliable people 
and any unstable or seditious persons 
are rejected at once. 

The local schemes are being worked 
out in close cooperation with the police. 
The Jaw doesn't say that this must be 
so, but any sensible person can see that 
the police will be very helpful when it 
becomes necessary to impose effective 
discipline upon the civil population. 

In this way we are getting a finely- 
trained body which will be of use not 
only in air raids, but also in any form 
of National Emergency. 

So ARP are not really a nyisance at 
al], they help to establish national unity 
and to root out discordant elements 
from the life of Our Country. 

We think this all you need to know 
about ARP just now. 

(Reproduced by permission of 

“The New Outlook.) 


a 


A PEACEFUL & PRACTICAL WAY 
OF LIVING 
Why not try the Vegetarian Way? 


FREE LITERATURE ON APPLICATION TO 
The Vegetarian Society, 
57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2. 
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PEACE 


NEW BOOKS 


BEYOND NATIONAL 
SOVEREIGNTY 


Theory and Practice in International 
Relations. By Salvador de 
Madariaga. Oxford University Press. 
6s. 


Reviewed by Elizabeth Thorneycroft 


A COLLECTION of lectures designed 
to be delivered orally does not, as a 
rule, make attractive reading, but Sefior 
de Madariaga’s book is a distinguished 
exception. The author sets out to preach 
ne doctrine, he does not argue a case, 
and the motto to which he _ is 
scrupulously faithful throughout the 
book is “truth will make you free.” 


In five lectures, he examines interna- 
tional relations at this time of transition 
between a world of sixty separate and 
more or less antagonistic sovereign 
states, which is passing, and a world 
which shall be a real community of 
states, living under the rule of law 
which he and so many of his lesser con- 
temporaries desire to build. 


The theme of the book is the part 
played by the Covenant of the League of 
Nations in that transition; its power to 
build up that community, and its rela- 
tion to the doctrine of sovereignty. 


He shows how even now it is one of 
th most powerful factors in limiting 
sovereignty, and how the whole Geneva 
system, despite its weakness and its 
failures, but the mere existence of an 
international civil service and institu- 
tions endowed with the dignity of their 
national counterparts, is slowly paving 
the way toward world government. 


But he rightly stresses throughout the 
lectures, and particularly in the second, 
the psychological element in world 
affairs. It is certain psychological 
factors which are responsible for con- 
tinuing claims to sovereignty, and the 
absence of certain other psychological 
factors which prevents the growth of 
internationalism. 


What he calls the subjective solidarity 
of a nation—the awareness of itself as 
a unit—accounts for the strength of 
nationalism. The force of a nation, he 
says, is only manifest in its armaments. 
In truth, “it is the cause of these things; 
it is not these things themselves.” 


The lack of that solidarity in the com- 
munity of States accounts for the weak- 
ness of the League, though there is abun- 
dant objective solidarity—that is, 
physical and economic interdependence. 


Senor de Madariaga is a very wise and 
tolerant lecturer and some of his obser- 
vations show so profound an insight into 
world politics that no review could do 
the book justice which did not quote 
him verbatim. I select a few remarks 
at random:— 


There is no doubt that the majesty and 
power of the British Empire—even though 
peacefully enjoyed by its nationals, even 
though they may have cured themselves of 
any tendency to further expansion, to fur- 
ther acquisition—by its mere existence [my 
italics] as an example of a successful ex- 
pansion of an imperial people, has disas- 
trous effects on what we might describe as 
leaner nations, 


Of the Covenant as an instrument for 
the legal limitation of sovereignty he 
says:— 

A Jaw is only efficient when it has become 


life. We might even say that a law is only 
efficient when it is life made into law. 


His judgment on the “sanctions” 
article of the Covenant is:— 


Article 16 is an article entirely based on 
punishment, and the idea of punishment in 
the world community is not in its place, 
The world community is not so very much 
bigger than anyone of its members, to -be 
able to carry on punishment efficiently. 


Finally, he makes a true and tragic 
comment on the prevailing lack of faith 
in politics:— 

Most of us are apt to keep mental reser- 


vations at the back of our minds in case 
what we believe does not come true. 


Senor de Madariaga enunciates no 


faith, but it is implicit in his book. He 
is a pacifist only in the wider sense— 
a believer in the possibility of peace. 


GOOD CITIZENS 


The Jewish Contribution to Civilization. 
By Cecil Roth. Macmillan. 7s. 6d. 


“There is no remedy but love,” wrote 
Goethe, “against great superiority of 
others.” The Jews, in their history, have 
earned more jealousy than contempt 
from their neighbours, and this excel. 
lent and important piece of counter- 
propaganda seeks to present those facts 
which will allay both jealousy and 
contempt. 


The Jews are not social parasites and 
aliens; they are a real European people, 
and they have made a steady and excel- 
lent contribution to Western civiliza- 
tion. They have not produced a dispro- 
portionate number of world geniuses, 
for probably Jesus, Paul, Spinoza and 
Einstein, only, will survive the levelling 
of time. It is difficult to forecast 
whether first-rate contemporaries like 
Bergson and Freud will stand with these 
few. 


The supreme contribution of the Jews 
was the Bible, one of the three streams 
coming from the anctent world which 
have made Western civilization. The 
Bible has shaped our religion, ethics, 
law, politics and literature. But through 
the ages the Jews have contributed to 
almost every side of life: philosophy, 
politics, economics, law, art, music, and 
the stage, medicine, science and charity. 
Without them, the Renaissance voyages 
of discovery would almost have been 
impossible. 


They have perhaps been seen to their 
best in charity, where their philan- 
thropy has lifted up their own poor, and 
benefited Gentile as well as Jew. 
Jewish family life has been consistently 
high, Jewish mothers are recognised to 
be the best in the world, and the Jews 
have everywhere been good and law- 
abiding citizens. It has been argued that 
the liberal professions are crowded out 
with Jews, but while the author urges 
that there is much exaggeration in this, 
yet he remarks that a man should be 
judged by the quality of his work, and 
not upon his antecedents. 


You cannot confine sixteen million 
people perpetually to the only openings 
permitted them during the Ghetto days, 
namely, money-lending, old clothes and 
peddling. Ability comes to the surface, 
like a cork forcibly held under water 
and then released. 


As long as the Jews are oppressed, 
many will seek to enter revolutionary 
parties; in liberal democracies they are 
represented in all parties. In one pro- 
fession only have the Jews been 
deficient for two thousand years—fight- 
ing! Has not their chief contribution 
to civilization been peace? 

J. C. G. BURTON. 


HELEN KELLER’S WORLD 


Helen Keller’s Journal. Michael Joseph. 
10s. 6d. 


In infancy an illness left Helen Keller 
without sight or hearing. It was certain 
that she would spend the remainder of 
her days in silence and darkness, un- 
aware even of human speech. Neverthe- 
less, she is now a linguist, has taken a 
degree at Harvard University and by 
her own efforts has raised a quarter of 
a million pounds for the blind. 


This, to us, incredible achievement 
was made possible through the devotion 
and genius of one woman, Anne Sulli- 
van, who dedicated her life to the 
teaching of Helen Keller, creating for 
her with infinite patience the world that 
we know. In 1936, Anne Sullivan died. 


Helen Keller’s journal is a record of 
the period following her teacher’s death. 
The scene is London, Scotland, Paris, 
America, the Pacific and Honolulu en 
route for Japan. There are meetings 
with the great; on page 73 Bernard 
Shaw drops a characteristic brick. We 
see Helen Keller’s world, vivid and 
extraordinarily complete—a world 


revealed through touch and the sense 


of smell. Of her hands, she writes: 
“They mean the world I live in—they 
are eyes, ears, channels of thought or 
good will.” 


Essentially, here is a record of 
immense courage, of a life recreated, of 


NEWS 


a great work for the handicapped 
carried on against unfair odds through 
concentration of will. Only Helen 
Keller can know the meaning to her of 
Anne Sullivan’s death; she has likened 
it to the end of a road~a dead wall from 
which there was no escape. 

Over eighteen months pass before she 
is able to face and describe Anne 
Sullivan’s last minutes of life. 
“ Perhaps,” she writes afterward, “ this 
clutch of haunting memories may be 
loosened soon.” And it is possible to 
feel that this is a turning point, a 
summit reached. 

Though you read it all or merely dip, 
this book will reveal a great and 
charming personality. 

DENIS GODFREY. 


ANTHROPOLOGY AT HOME 


First Year’s Work (1937-1938). Mass- 
Observation. Lindsay Drummond, 
Ltd. 2s. paper, 3s. 6d. cloth. 


Readers will remember notices in 
these columns dealing with the previous 
publications of ‘ Mass-Observation.” 
The organization has now been in opera- 
tion for one year and the present 
volume deals with some of the results 
of work over this period, particularly in 
relation to smoking, the use of public 
houses and football pools. 

Some interesting facts are produced; 
for instance, that 45 percent of the 
smokers observed started smoking 
before the age of fourteen, and 49 per- 
cent confess that they started for 
imitative or social reasons. In the 
district observed, “Northtown,” there 
were 20,000 “ pub-goers” out of a pos- 
sible 60,000 and these consumed an 
average of three pints of beer per day. 


The press criticisms of previous pub- 
lications are carefully analysed under 
many heads and are found to be favour- 
able on the whole. In this connexion, 
one is struck by the extremely open- 
minded attitude of the organizers to- 
ward adverse criticism and their ability 
to examine such criticism impartially 
and profit by it in many instances. 


The book concludes with a compre- 
hensive survey of the possibilities of 
the scheme, written by Broneslaw 
Malinowski, Professor of Anthropology 
in the University of London. 


The value of the information drawn 
from this system of observation depends 
almost entirely on the number of 
observers and the area covered, and 
many more observers are needed. Apart 
from the help that this information may 
give in the development of the social 
sciences, there can be no doubt that the 
observer himself will benefit consider- 
ably by the development of his faculty 
of observation. 


Many distinguished scientists and 
men of letters have joined the advisory 
board, including John Hilton, Julian 
Huxley, J. B. Priestley, and H. G. Wells, 
and the correlation of the information 
received shows a very great advance. 

¥F, STROUDE. 


WORK FOR BEGINNERS 


Rearmament Debunked... By James 
Avery Joyce. Herbert Joseph. 6d. 


For the average man or woman with 
little time for books, this briskly 
written forty-page pamphlet may serve 
to bring home vividly the folly and 
madness of the armaments ramp, and of 
ARP. 


The subtitle, Peacemaking for 
Beginners, contains a broad hint of 
double meaning. For the author’s claim 
is that “nothing less than a fresh begin- 
ning in world-relationships will shock 
the nations back into sanity.” Not only 
the man in the street stands in need of 
help in beginning to think about these 
problems, but national governments and 
directors of foreign policy have yet to 
become beginners in the art and method 
of peacemaking. 


They have yet to take the first steps, 
and Mr. Joyce is concerned to show 
briefly what those first steps should be. 
“Rearmament, by its very nature, and 
by all it entails under modern condi- 
tions, blinds us to the other methods 
which lie to hand for achieving the ends 
we desire.” 

The true means to appeasement are 


there, and Mr. Joyce believes that all f 
Progressives and peace movements, i 
whatever their divergences on arma-_ 


ments and sanctions issues, can and do 
find common ground in action for con- 
structive peace. 


In this, it is to be hoped he is not too 
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FOR YOUR PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 


Earlier Books Recalled by 
Patrick Richards 


RELIGION AND DICTATOR- 
SHIP. By Carl Heath. Allenson 
2s. 6d. 

Spain illustrates Carl Heath’s 
theme that dictatorship, whether 
of the Left or Right, destroys the 
basic values of life. 

Though they ignore _ indi- 
viduality and the fact that 
“basically man is a_ spiritual 
being,” the strength of sovietism 
and fascism, he believes, lies in 
their being “a running com- 
mentary on the whole business of 
life from A to Z.” The alternative 
to them, he holds, must be, and is, 
equally all-embracing — the re- 
ligion of Christ. 


optimistic! He, himself, whilst insisting 
upon the primacy of concerted effort to 
remove the causes of aggression, does 
not rule out entirely the principle of 
non-military, or even military, sanctions 
—after a new peace settlement. He con- 
cedes the possibility. of international 
policing measures as a practical half- 
way house to total disarmament. 


For many “beginners” this seems, 
perhaps, the most strategic approach. 
Yet, so long as the principle of armed 
resistance and lethal violence remains 
even in the remote background of the 
picture, can we be sure that we have 
begun to be peacemakers? 


DION BYNGHAM. 


FOUNDER OF METHODISM 


John Wesley. By James Laver. Nelson 
(Short Biographies). ls. 6d. 


Messrs. Nelson have taken over the 
Short Biographies previously published 
by Peter Davies and are issuing them at 
the very cheap price of eighteenpence. 
The present book, cased in attractive 
cloth, and printed in large Baskerville * 
type, is very pleasant both to read and 
handle. 


Wesley's life-story is of particular 
interest to readers of PEACE NEWS 
because of the parallel between his 
cleavage from the English Church on 
certain issues, and the difficulty many, 
pacifists feel in supporting a church, of 
whatever denomination, which is not! 
strictly pacifist. Wesley was astonish- 
ingly loyal, and proclaimed that he 
lived and died a member of the Church 
of England; but he had founded 
Methodism. 

Mr. James Laver has written an 
interesting, lucid account of John 
Wesley’s life, giving every credit to his 
self-discipline, burning enthusiasm and 
life-long devotion to his task, yet not 
withholding the manifest failings. 


Wesley was often tactless, and though 
he organized the small band of 
Methodists in a marvellous manner, he 
could not plan his own love affairs, and 
made a wretched marriage. But neither, 
this, nor the persecution and contumely 
of his opponents, soured his kindly 
nature. He was a good, a rare and a 
very human leader, and he changed the 


map of religion. 
NOEL HOLMES. 


BRIEFER NOTICES 


MORALITY AND POLITICS. By Luigi 

Sturzo. James Clarke. 6d. . 

Founder of the People’s Party in Italy in 
1919, now an exile in England, the Rev. Don 
Luigi Sturzo is the author of the third Pax 
Pamphlet. In it he considers the part in' 
social development of moral conscience, as 
instanced by the revolt against the Hoare-’ 
Laval plan, and of political convenience, as 
instanced by the final British attitude to 
Abyssinia. ’ 

Conscience, he maintains, must be the final 
moral arbiter in the individual, but it must be 
a conscience which has been educated, en-} 
lightened, and formed. It must be linked: 
with the consciences of others to found al 
collective and customary attitude, a social: 
ethos. H 4 
A pacifist, or any other, moral law is only, 
established when it is the breaking of the] 
Jaw that is remarkable, ‘the following of it, 
nothing unusual. Yet the moral principle 
must remain profoundly personal, irreplace- 
able by State guidance from above. The’ 
pamphlet contains some remarks on the! 
Spanish struggle which should be of especial! 


“ yalue to pacifists of the Roman Catholic faith. 


The reviewer of the poem Au Iong d’une 
petite route has drawn our attention to a’ 
misprint which appeared in his review a forte? 
night ago. The word “ Poilu” was, of course, 
a misprint for “ poitou.” 
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British Imperialism 


if AM very sorry not to be able to sup- 
port Joseph Gorman’s plea for a 
boycott of Japan. 


Needless to say, I fully appreciate and 
sympathize with his sense of helpless- 
ness and despair over what is taking 
place in China, but the fact has to be 
faced that the issue of war and peace 
wil! not be decided by policies which 
merely appease one’s feelings. 


The boycott of Japanese goods by in- 
dividuals or by isolated group action 
may cause some embarrassment to the 
Japanese Government, but the chief 
sufferers would undoubtedly be the im- 
poverished Japanese workers. To be 
sufficiently effective to embarrass the 
Government, a boycott would have to 
be pretty thorough. But, then, what 
would be the effects of a thorough boy- 
cott? 


The first effect would be to cause Japan 
to try to end the war quickly, and thus 
to use more devilish weapons than she 
has yet ventured to bring out, which 
of course would mean an intensification 
of the slaughter of Chinese men, women 
and children. That course would out- 
rage the feelings of mankind and 
probably provoke the Powers to take 
military action, the outcome of which 
would be the second world war. 


No, I am afraid these short-cuts to 
peace, while very alluring are illusory. 


Nor is it a question of logical purity, 
as Joseph Gorman supposes. It is a 
plain question of cause and effect, since 
you can only stop aggression by re- 
moving its causes. Imperialism, these 
days, is only another name for the mono- 
poly control of markets and raw 
materials, the exercise of which is seri- 
ously crippling the economic life of 
countries like Japan. Either the exist- 
ing monopolies must be ended or new 
monopolies will be created. 


Finally, to secure a public opinion and 
a Government to apply a full-blooded 
boycott policy is as big a task as to 
secure a public opinion and a govern- 
ment to remove the causes of war. What 
is more—and this should not be over- 
looked by pacifists—the pursuance of a 
boycott policy would involve a bigger 
armaments programme and the neces- 
sity for being ready for war at any 
moment. 


I agree that it is a hard job to hold on 
to constructive proposals when aggres- 
sioa is rife and feeling runs high, but 
th: world is in its present mess largely 
because people, including many pacifists, 
have been unwilling to face the causes, 
especially the economic causes of world 
unrest and war. Happily, thanks largely 
to the No»More War Movement and 
now the PPU, the present age is begin- 
ning to wake up to the facts. 

WILFRED WELLOCK. 


12 Victoria Avenue, 
Quinton, 
Birmingham. 


This correspondence is now closed.—Ep. 
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Dear Six... 


PEACE NEWS 


*« 
FRIENDSHIP 


PEACE NEWS has, I believe, made a 

real contribution to peace by pub- 
lishing at the present time the article 
“Germans misrepresented in the press?” 
(March 19). 

As a Christian pacifist who feels it 
his job to devote most of his spare time 
to promoting friendship between, the 
peoples of England and Germany, I can 
corroborate much of what Mr. Frith 
says. 

I have certainly found among the Ger- 
man people a sincere desire for peace— 
much more vocal than in England. 

Walking with me down the main street 
of Cologne, a member of the Hitler 
Youth suddenly interrupted our con- 
versation about the weather. He came 
to an abrupt halt on the crowded pave- 
ment and ejaculated: ‘Why must there 
be a war? You don’t want it. We don’t 
want it. It is atl so silly and so tragic!” 

In other parts of the country I found 
the same spirit. 

And the Germans’ desire for friend- 
ship with the people of England is al- 
most embarrassing in its warmth. Are 
we in our self-righteousness to go on 
refusing it? 

Friendship does not blind me to the 
faults of one's friends, but it does pro- 
vide the only atmosphere in which those 
faults can be discussed and the only hope 
of their being overcome. 

Lest I be accused of being a dupe of 
Nazi propaganda, let me make it clear 
that I am a Left-winger and a pacifist, 
but I believe in friendship as a very 
practical weapon with which to fight. 


HARRY H. WEBB. 
Grove Cottage. 
Harborne, 
Birmingham 17. 


Regarding your article (in last week’s 
issue), “A German’s way to deal with 
Nazis,” I feel that it calls for some form 
of reply. 

Let me start by informing the writer 
that I entirely agree with practically all 
the sentiments he has expressed. The 
whole question turns on the law of 
cause and effect. The rise of Hitler had 
its causes, some of which I am afraid 
our own country has to answer for. 

I went to Germany with a certain 
amount of fear in my heart and with 
the impression that I should not have 
the freedom to go where I liked. I 
found the opposite. I talked openly 
with friends in Germany on various 
views on life including pacifism and 
international cooperation. 

Questioning about Niemdller and 
others, I was told that because they had 
preached against the Nazi doctrine, 
“naturally” they would be persecuted, 
but I could not gather much information 
regarding this, for there is no doubt that 
the press in Germany, like our own, is 
liable to create wrong impressions. 

Do not think that I am all for the 
Nazi regime—far from it. But surely 
it is not impossible for any of us to 
find good in most things if only we look 
deep enough. 

The German people themselves are, 
as you say, kindly and pacific, and I was 
astounded, on my return, to read an 
article by a prominent writer in a lead- 
ing English newspaper in which he 
stated that the German people were the 
rudest people on earth—a definite untruth 
inmy opinion. This, no doubt, was written 
in the heat of the moment of the an- 
nexation of Austria, and again is liable 
to cause a wrong impression. 

The sooner the peoples of the coun- 
tries are able freely to meet and see 
each other the better it will be for the 
world as a whole. 


DENNIS A. FRITH. 
London. 


Anti- Fascism 


Writing in your March 19 issue, Mr. D. D. 
Haydon raises points which cannot be let 
pass. 

Mr. Chamberlain’s manceuvres he may not 
approve, but the adjective “immoral” which 
he applies to them seems strange. Owing to 
this “immoral” manceuvre the Italian press 


ceased its attacks on Britain and Bari stopped 
anti-British propaganda. Mr. Chamberlain’s 
move did, in fact, lessen the tension between 
our two nations to a considerable extent. 


Mr. Haydon states that fascism is “the 
greatest enemy in the world today of every- 
thing tha: we stand for.” The simple fact is 
that fascism is the inevitable result and not 
the cause of war. 


It is difficult indeed to take an unbiased 
view these days. The policies of Hitler and 
Mussolini were, and still are, to rebuild and 
construct the countries that they love so 
much after the fury and desolation of 1914- 
1918. 


We in Britain have no conception of the 
difficulties on the Continent that those coun- 
tries were in. We are amazed if it is even 
suggested that: we in any way were responsi- 
ble. 


Such, however, was the case. When Mr. 
Haydon attacks fascism he is in fact attack- 
ing the imperialist attitude of the so-called 
victorious Powers which was the prime cause 
underlying the rise of the totalitarian State. 


When we attack fascism we are attacking 
a name, a symbol, a bogeyman that has been 
dangled over us, a vast excuse for hatred, 
culled for the most part out of the relics of 
our own barbaric traditions and our intense 
fear of the unknown. To the ignorant the 
unknown is always the most terrifying. 


CONRAD VOSS BARK. 
8 Hilgrove Road, N.W.6. 


ECONOMIC RELAT.ONS 


In the last issue of PEACE NEWS Mr. Har 
Dayal puts forward the idea of joining a 
club for constructive work for peace. 

I would like to suggest that the first ob- 
jective be the study of the economic relations 
between nations which seems to be the 
breeding ground of most dissension. 

D. R- PUGHE MORGAN. 

Hafod, Churchfields, Broxbourne. 


13 


Relief in Holland 


HEN pacifism means the sack can 
pacifists help each other? (PEACE 
NEWS, February 12). Yes, indeed, the 
Dutch pacifists have given proof of this. 
The Manifesto Movement, Holland’s 
PPU, was started in 1916 and the same 
year 1,070 men and wemen signed the 
pledge. More than a hundred men 
liable to conscription refused military 
service, were thrown in prison and often 
very badly treated. Many others also 
lost their jobs. 

It was then that a relief fund for 
victims of anti-militarism “on principle” 
was started with a view to financial aid 
to prevent economic ruin—for instance, 
help in money, help in finding a job, 
help for legal advice. 

A commission of nine members repre- 
sented the different trends in pacifism. 
One of the rules is, for instance: The 
total of weekly payment may never ex- 
ceed the “last wage earned.” 

Lots of money came in. From 1916 
till the end of 1937 the amount paid was 
136,943.77 guilders (£1 equals nine 
guilders), 1300 guilders went to con- 
scientious objectors in foreign countries; 
500 guilders in 1931 and 369 guilders in 
1934 to the War Resisters’ International. 


A big movement with so much dy- 
namic power as the PPU ought to feel 
the responsibility for victimized pacifists, 
and because I did not read anything 
about this in the agenda and constitu- 
tion of the annual general meeting, I 
thought that perhaps I might be allowed 
to remind you of the urgency of the 
subject and hope you won’t tell me to 
mind my own business, because I think 


I do: war resistance knows no frontiers. 
ANNIE VAN DER PLAATS. 
Rijswijk, near The Hague, 
Holland. 


Catholic Pacifism 


One hesitates to criticize such an 
authority as John Nibb, but there are 
some statements in his article on 
(Roman) Catholic pacifism which seem 
to justify criticism. 

(Continued on page 14, col. 1.) 


ACT ON THIS ANNOUNCEMENT 


10,000 MEMBERS OF THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
ARE WANTED TO JOIN THE 


PEACE 


BOOK CLUB 


PROMINENT SUPPORTERS OF THE P.P.U. ARE PATRONS OF 
THE CLUB, AND MANY P.P.U. MEMBERS HAVE ALREADY JOINED 


While the Club is impartial in policy, P.P.U. principles will be fully 
represented in the Monthly Book Choices 


OBJECT 
To promote 
World Peace 
through 
Literature 


SELECTION 2 
COMMITTEE : 
Prof. C. E. M. Joad 
Dr. A. Maude Royden 
Mr. Vernon Bartlett 
Secretaries of P.P.U. Groups 
are invited to write for 


supplies of literature and 
particulars of special terms. 
COMPLETE AND POST 
UNDER HALFPENNY 
COVER. 


4 


To the Secretary, 
THE PEACE BOOK CLUB, 


P.P.U. GROUP... 


meccecnes Sacaaneececesenssvncoceececcctevetcccncegsvececepeeneenetrecauacesveg 


Tosenoona sae neeencccenccncaccconesccgessaseeeeeecoeneveccsseTeee 


; : 

O — C 4 Adam Street, Adelphi, H 

= Si _Lonpdon, w.c2. : 

(@) a. 2 J 

< H Please enrol me as a member of the Peace Book Club. I agree to accept H 

ia H the Club's monthly book choice in the special Club edition for a period ra 

O neta of six months, and thereafter to continue my membership unless | give = 

: one month's notice in writing of my resignation. | will pay the cost of 2 

coe Oo : 2s. 6d. each month after delivery, plus 6d. if the book is posted. : 

n H 4 

@w H Name {titie] ....ccssesssserseee oecees eset Menten R ONT’ ose dtee Weccen ean sasvcccc}etocsecsend 5 

aed 5 : Address ...c.ctecveveeeees SeTMISs secs scatBesccccse Wins davzevcoteeurt Wensctesccccrccascece§ H 
Lu : 

ae Pm : Weed eFecases cedMETv Te secs STUWOTUT STEWS . 000000 Wetec cous Date. .3.. cataasFEAAt aT oo ssc ccag 

| BOOKSELLER = 5 

= : 

: ; 

5 H 


ADVANTAGES OF MEMBERSHIP 


| Every member receives each month in a special Club” 
Edition an informative and inspiring book, it may ke 
a Biography, History, a Novel or a Constructive 
Study, that in some way makes a definite contribu- 
tion to the cause of Peace. 


Members pay only 2s. 6d. (6d. extra if posted) for 
each volume, though non-members have to pay 
prices varying from 5s. to 15s. 


3 There is no membership fee. It is only necessary for 
members to agree to take one book a month for six 
months, and to pay for it after delivery, with the 
obligation to give one month's notice of resignation. 
Unless a member resigns, the monthly choice will ba 
forwarded until countermanded. 
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(Continued from p. 


1. Is it true to say that “scholastic 
philosophers” have built up a defence 
of a “just” war? MacGregor in his 
book New Testament Basis of Pacifism 
reviews the whole history of the relation 
to Church and State and shows that 
while the “just” war has its apologists. 
they have no claims to represent a uni- 
fied authority; many of the early 
christian saints indeed were pacifists. 
Incidentally, he remarks that the word 


TRercul:, 42) 


justum translated “just” or right- 
eous, ought really to be translated 
“reoular” as contrasted with private 
“ scraps,” and says “in the original sense 


of the phrase Mussolini's Abyssinian ad- 
venture was a just war.” 

2. It is not true to sav that the pacifist 
teaching of Jesus had to wait for the 
twentieth century for a few Englishmen 
to discover: wherever history bears a 
record at all it is to the effect that there 
have always been a faithful few, eg. 
the Waldenses and Quakers, who have 
upheld the non-violent ethic. 


3. What remaias of Christian teaching 
if you assume that you “cannot create 
a new human nature”? 


4. The issue to the ordinary man has 
no need to be “unreasonable”; to a 
Christian of any creed the basis of any 
action is surely “what would Christ do?” 
And if anyone can imagine Christ using 
a bomb or a bayonet or doing any of 
the other thousand and one things neces- 
sitated by war... The issue is just as 
simple as that. 

L. J. RUSSELL. 

Bramshott, Beacon Road, Loughborough. 


GASSED IN 1918— 
GOING BLIND 
TODAY 


Men who were gassed twenty years 
ago are still going blind. This was 
revealed in a recent advertisement of 
St. Dunstan's. 


“ Are you aware,” the advertisement 
asked, “of the grim struggles that are 
still being waged against the ghastly 
tragedies of the Great War? 


“The delayed action of mustard gas 
alone has recently accounted for thirty- 
four new cases of blindness. Such a 
contingency could not have been fore- 
seen.” No such plea will be possible 
after another war. 


Another illustration was provided in 
another advertisement. During the last 
war a boy of nineteen entered a trench 
which was full of gas. In extreme 
agony he was taken to hospital. 


Time passed and seemingly he 
recovered. The post-War years found 
him in a good job, happily married 
with a young family. A few years ago 
the delayed action of mustard gas 
launched an attack on his eyes. His 
sight failed and now at forty he is 
blind. 


Shock of military service was given 
as the reason why a man—a major- 
general—committed suicide at Marton 
recently. 


FILL IN 


NOW 


‘Please hand this to your 
; Newsagent 


THIS FORM 


User setacecaemaper Bees ite ococpert cho: 
(Newsagent's name} 


Please deliver "PEACE NEWS“ 


to me weekly. 


Name 


Address ......c:00ce: ote een 


PPeTeereeT ere eee eee eer Tt 


as from issue dated........ Poo 


Note to Newsagent :— 


“PEACE NEWS" is published 
weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retad price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
rates from the Publishers at 17 
Featherstone Buildings. — London, 
WC.l. 


PEACE NEWS 


EUROPEAN VIEWS 
ON BRITISH 
POLICY 


Reactions to Premier’s 


Speech 


HIE reception given to the 
Prime Miunister’s statement 
on foreign policy on Thurs- 
day of last week seems to show 
that most of the governments pri- 
marily affected each found some- 
thing in it to win their approval. 


Following are summaries of foreign 
comment on the speech: 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


There was general satisfaction with 
the speech and the references to Central 
Europe gave a feeling of reassurance. 

“In some quarters,” reported The 
Times, “it is even thought that the peak 
of tension has been passed.” 


FRANCE 


Although left-wing newspapers, from 
which most criticism has come, are not 
pleased with the references to Spain, 
and with Mr. Chamberlain’s trust in 
Italian good faith, they have joined the 
rest of the press in giving a welcome 
to the statement that Britain might not 
be able to stand aside from a conflict 
arising out of aggression in Central 
Europe. 

Other criticism comes from the belief 
that the danger of war depends upon 
the uncertainty as to the British attitude 
in any given circumstances. 

Appreciation of “a courageous defini- 
tion” has, however, been expressed. 


GERMANY 


Some newspapers omitted, and others 
toned down, the references to Britain’s 
probable inability to stay out of a Euro- 
pean war in which France might become 
engaged. 

Although the references to Czecho- 
slovakia are a disappointment—and even 
resentment, in view of the fact that the 
speech envisaged the possibility of Ger- 
man aggression. despite German assur- 
ances—they are offset by the refusal to 
abandon the policy of non-intervention 
in Spain. The latter is felt to be im- 
mediately more dangerous. in view of 
present feeling in France. 

In Nazi circles, according to The Times, 
the speech was received “with resent- 
ment and shocked surprise,” An article 
in the Frankfurter Zeitung on Saturday 
declared: “What the English Prime 
Minister said seems to us to be clear 
enough to be quite precisely understood 
~—above all in Prague.” 


ITALY 


“Profound satisfaction” was reported 
from Rome, not only with the speech 
itself, but even more with the fact that 
there was no division in Parliament after 
it had been made. 

Mr. Chamberlain’s confidence in Italian 
pledges naturally won approval, as did 
the Premier’s statement that he felt the 
League of Nations had failed. 


Guardians of People’s 
Liberty 


Free speech and a free press are the 
great educators as well as the great 
guardians of the people’s liberty. 

Long may we retain them so in this 
country for the benefit of ourselves and 
to be an example to the rest of the 
world.—The Prime Minister, at the 
annual dinner of the Parliamentary 
Press Gallery on March 18. 


BAPTIST PACIFISTS’ 
ANNUAL MEETING 


The third annual meeting of the 
Baptist Pacifist Fellowship will be held 
in the City Temple, London, E.C.4, at 
5 p.m. on April 26. The meeting will be 
addressed by the Rev. A. H. Hawkins, 
of Catford, on “ Peace in Relation to the 
Social Order.” 

For details apply to the Rev. W. H. 
Haden, 132, Scalpeliffe Road, Burton-on- 


' Trent, or to the Rev. G. L. Phelps, 74, 


Erskine Road, E.17, 


| 


| 


Classified 


Advertisements 


1hd. per word, minimum 2s. 


Box Number 6d. extra 


LATEST TIME FOR COPY 
TUESDAY MORNING 


ACCOMMODATION 
To Let 


FURNISHED BED-SITTING ROOM to let 
in vegetarian household. Easy access to 
London. 2, Richmond Way, Croxley Green, 
Herts. (Watford 5947). 


Wanted 
WANTED, SMALL COTTAGE in Western 
Highlands; preferably within reach of Glen- 
coe, from July 25 to end of August.—Box 76, 
PEACE NEWS, 17 Featherstone Buildings, 
W.C.1. 


EDUCATIONAL 


ESPERANTO.—Beginners’ five-lesson postal 
course, ls. Exercises corrected by experts. 
—British Esperanto Association (Inc.), Dept. 
P.N., 142, High Holborn, London, W.C.1. 


RESPECT FOR THE INDIVIDUAL is the 
guiding motive of education at Sherwood 
School, Burgh Heath Road, Epsom. Junior 
House, 3—9 years. Senior House, 9—18 years. 
Vacancies for two boarders. 


WE BUILD for Peace—May we send a 
prospectus:—Felcourt Scho®l, East Grin- 
stead, Sussex. 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


HAEMORRHOIDS, Piles—Special treat- 
Immediate relief. Absolute cure. 
Send is. 9d.—C. Howship, 11 Warrington 
Gardens. Hornchurch, Essex 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ALBUMS, SCROLLS, &c.. from 3 to 100 
guineas. Battley Brothers Ltd.. Printers and 
Publishers, The Queensgate Press, Clapham 
Park, S.W.4. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


. BIRMINGHAM PACIFISTS’ SOCIAL, 
April 9 (Sat.), 7-11 p.m. Shakespeare Rooms, 
174 Edmund Street. Music, games, dancing. 
Tickets 1s., includes refreshments. No More 
War Movement and friends.—Write Sydney 
Conbeer, 113 Summerfield Crescent, Birming- 
ham, 16. 


WEEKEND SCHOOL for study of pacifism, 
Handsworth College, Birmingham. Lectures, 
social, all meals, 3 p.m. Saturday, April 23; 
5 p.m. Sunday, April 24. Fees: 6s. Gd. board, 
lectures, social. 3s. extra for residence in 
college. Further details later. Booking fee 
is—Write Sydney Conbeer, 113 Summerfield 
Crescent, Birmingham, 16. Mo More War 
Movement. 


PERSONAL 


JUMBLE SALE, in aid of S.W.1 group 
funds, April 23. Please send anything sale- 
able to W. J. Gilmore, 6 Bessborough Place, 
S.W.1. ‘ 


SERVICES 


AS PLANNED BY DICK SHEPPARD, 
Celebrations of the Holy Communion take 
place in the Crypt of St. Paul's every 
Wednesday at 7.45 a.m., when prayers are 
offered for the renunciaijon of war and for 
those engaged in the peace’ movement. 


SITUATIONS 


Wanted 


ADAPTABLE YOUNG MAN, 
seeks permanent progressive 
accounts of any description, 
nearly eight years’ experience 
accounts and having passed 
examination of Corporation of 
—Box 64, PEACE NEWS, 17 
Buildings, W.C.1. 


aged 24, 
situation in 
having had 
in insurance 
intérmediate 
Accountants. 
Featherstone 


PROGRESSIVE POSITION required for a 
young man, aged 23. Nearly eight years’ wide 
experience in the City in insurance accounts 
and general secretarial duties. Qualifications 
include intermediate accountancy certificate 


‘together with many commercial certificates, 


including shorthand.—Box 65, PEACE-NEWS, 
17 Featherstone Buildings, W.C.1. 


TYPEWRITING 


pl a ga es ni 

THE SOUTH LONDON TYPEWRITING 
BUREAU (Mabel L Eyles), 51 Ruskin Walk, 
Herne Hill, S.E.24. Telephone Brixton 2863. 
Duplicating, typewriting, private shorthand 
lessons, speed practice, &c. Prices on appli- 
cation. * 


TYPING FOR “PEACE,” Jean’s Typing 
and Duplicating Office are waiting for any 
jobs you may have—large or small. Speed, 
efficiency, and low charges. Phone Bishops- 
gate 3309: 7 Broad Street Station, Liverpool 
Street, E.C.2. 


WHERE TO STAY 


BOSCOMBE, Bournemouth. Homely, re- 
fined accommodation. Bed-breakfast 3s. 6d., 
or apartments. Free garage.—Avon House,” 
26, Ropley Road. 


COTSWOLDS for early holidays. Sunny 
position in the “Valley of Peace.” Altitude 
600ft. Attractive “food reform” fare. Log 
fires, Constant hot water. Own car.—Tariff 
from Proprietors, A. C. and E. Rogers, 

Fortune’s Well,” Sheepscomb, near Stroud, 
Glos, ‘Phone: Painswick 2386. 
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Diary of the Week 


April 
1-30 (Fri-Sat. NEWTON ABBOT; Devon 


Square; Peace Shop; PPU. 

3 (Sun.) PLYMOUTH; 3 p.m. Swarthmore 
Hall, Mutley Plain; Laurence Housman; 
PPU. 

4 (Mon.) CHATHAM; 7.30 p.m. Sir Walter 
Berry Memorial Hall (Central Hail); 
Canon Stuart Morris, Rev. H. H. Treacher, 
and R. Martin Dale; PPU. 

HOYLAND; 8 p.m. School House; Frank 
Dawtry; PPU. 


HEALD GREEN, near Manchester; 8 p.m. 


Brown Lane Church; debate: ‘“ Which 
Way to Peace”; PPU and LNU. 

5 (Tues.) LONDON, N.W.1;) 1.20 pm 
Friends House, Euston Road; Mrs. Grace 
Lankester on “India Revisited”; Peace 
Committee of London Friends. 
NEWCASTLE; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ 


Meeting House, Pilgrim Street; Maurice 
Rowntree, Roy Walker, and Rev. R. G. 
Bell (chairman); PPU, FoR, and Friends’ 
Peace Committee. 


LEYLAND, near Preston; 7.30 p.m. Pub- 
lic Hall, Towngate; Wilfred Wellock, Miss 
A. Smith and Rev. W. H. Haigh (chair- 
man); PPU. 


NEASDEN; 8 p.m. Methodist Church 
Schoolroom; “ Trial of Conscientious Ob- 
jectors before Tribunal”; produced by 
Neasden Methodist Peace Fellowship. 
EDINBURGH; 8 p.m. Usher Hall; Prof. 
H. H. Farmer, Miss Mary Gamble, Rev. 
George F. Macleod and Prof. G. H. C. 
Macgregor (chairman); Church of Scot- 
land Peace Society, and Scottish Council 
of Christian Pacifist Groups. 


PETERSFIELD; 8 p.m. Small Town Hall; 
performance of “The Last War”; Dr. D. 
A. Crow; PPU. 


6 (Wed.) YORK; 7.30 p.m. Cooperative 
Buildings; Roy Walker; PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 7.30 p.m. National 
Trade Union Club, New Oxford Street; 
meeting to discuss policy; Peoples’ 
Peace Front. 
HASLEMERE; 8 p.m. Haslemere Hall; J. 
Middleton Murry and Dr. D. A. Crow; 
PPU. 
HORNCHURCH; 8 p.m. North Street 
Council School; ARP speaker; also the 
play, Wastage; PPU. 


UPPER HOLLOWAY; 8 p.m. Lecture 
Hall, Baptist Church; mid-week service; 
Canon Stuart Morris; PPU. 

PECKHAM; 8 pm. Friends Meeting 
House, Hanover Street; Rev. C. H. Luck- 
man on “Conscription and Conscientious 
Objection”; PPU. 


WIMBLEDON; 8 p.m. William Morris 
Hall, Wimbledon Broadway; three plays; 
programmes 9d.; PPU. 

7 (Thurs.) LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m. 13 
Paternoster Row; Miss Ruth Fry on 
“Pacifism: Positive not Negative”; City 
PPU group. 

DAWLISH; 3 p.m. meet Dawlish Station; 
poster parade; PPU. 

LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. 13 Paternoster 
Row; Fred Messer on “Pacifism and 
Politics”; City PPU group. 

DAWLISH; 7.30 p.m. Shaftesbury Hall; 
W. B. Curry and Rev. W. J. F. Huxtable; 
PPU. : 

BERMONDSEY; 8 p.m. Central Baths, 
Grange Road; George Lansbury, Dr. 
Alfred Salter and Mrs. Middleton; Ber- 
mondsey Peace Council. 

CUFFLEY; 8 p.m. Cabin Hall; Rev. B. C. 
Hopson on “Is War ever Justifiable? "; 
also Cecil H. Wilson and Dr. Alice Lloyd- 
Williams (chairman); PPU. 
SUNDERLAND; 8 p.m. YMCA; Wilfred 
Wellock and Roy Walker; PPU. 


EWELL; 8.15 p.m. The Vicarage, Church 
Street; John Barclay; PPU. 

8 (Fri.) DEPTFORD; 8 p.m. Left Book Club; 
Ronald Malloni; PPU. 
PUBLEY; 8 p.m. Methodist Church Hall, 
Sylverdale Road; Robert O. Menneil and 
John Barclay on “Pacifism, the Indi- 
vidual and World Peace”; PPU. 


WESTMINSTER; 8. p.m. St. John’s 
Church; debate; Rev. R. H. Le Messurier; 
PPU. 

9 (Sat.) TORQUAY; 3.30 p.m. meet Town 


Hall; poster parade; PPU. 

ENFIELD; 6 p.m. meet 38 Bullsmoor 
Lane; poster parade; PPU. 

BRADFORD; 330 p.m. Greenfield Con- 
gregational School, Lumb Lane; youth 
conference; R. C. Wood on “ Youth May 
End War”; G. B. Wade (chairman); FoR. 
NEWTON ABBOT; 7.30 p.m. Devon 
Square; open-air meeting; PPU. 
UXBRIDGE; 8 p.m. Central Hall; open- 
air-meeting; John Barclay; PPU. 

1@ (Sun.) WILLESDEN; 4.15 p.m. St. George's 
Church, Willesden Lane; Nigel Spottis- 
woode; Brondesbury Adult Schools. 
WALTHAMSTOW; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ 
Hall, Greenleaf Road; Rev. Basil Viney; 
PPUZ 
SOUTHGATE; 8 p.m. Odeon Cinema; Dr. 
Salter and Rev. C. H. Luckman; PPU. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food 
Reform Guest House. Alt. Go0ft. For happy | 
holiday or restful recuperation. Increased | 
accommodation. Central heating throughout; | 
h. and c. water in all bedrooms. Central! 
for conferences.—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The | 
Briars, Crich, near Matlock. Telephone 
Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergate (L.M.S.), ! 


NEW FOREST. The Guest House, Godshill,1 


Fordingbridge, Hants. Beautiful country. ! 
Riding, tennis, river bathing. Vegetarians 
welcome, 


PPU VISITORS TO LONDON find com: 
fortable accommodation at 114 King’s Road, 
Chelsea. Very central, reasonable terms. 
Dee a ee eel 

VEGETARIANS AND NON-VEGETAR- 


field Road, Catham, Bristol. Terms moderate, 
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ENGINEERS WANT 
GUARANTEES 


Union’s Attitude to Arms 
Speed-up 


THE Executive of the Amalgamated 

Engineering Union is to meet Sir 
Thomas Inskip, Minister for the Co- 
ordination of Defence, on Monday. On 
Saturday Mr. Fred Smith, general 
secretary of the AEU, indicated its 
attitude to rearmament in a speech at 
Middlesbrough. 

The 340,000 members of the Union, he 
said, were “as keen as any body of 
people in the country for the defence of 
the country and the defence of demo- 
cracy,” but were “not prepared to 
provide arms in order to bolster up 
dictatorships.” 

If the union was asked to relax certain 
hard-won conditions it would need very 
strong guarantees to ensure that men 
who had served their time in the indus- 
try were not swallowed up when 
employment was not so prevalent. 

Mr. Smith went on: to point out that 
despite “all the talk about the need of 
an arms_ speed-up,” the Ministry of 
Labour Gazette for March showed that 
80,000 men from various sections of the 
engineering industry were registered as 
unemployed. 


BIG PROFITS 
IN ARMS 


The Government had declared two 
years ago that it would not allow 
extravagant profits to be made. 

But Handley Page, the aircraft 
manufacturers, paid a dividend last 
year of fifty percent, with a hundred 
percent share bonus. The Vickers 
combine showed a profit of over 
£2,000,000, and there were many firms 
in a similar category. 

“Much has been made of the shortage 
of aircraft, but we cannot understand 
that when the responsible Minister 
admitted that we exported fighting air- 
craft in 1937 to the extent of £2,640,000,” 
said Mr. Smith, who then gave the 
following figures showing the number of 
complete aeroplanes sold abroad during 
the past three years:— 


1935 on es 456 
1936 oe ee 449 
1937 524 


Mr. Smith believed that the desire for 
peace was overshadowed by a given 
number of people who respected no flag 
and no country and were concerned only. 
with profit-making. 


PEACE 


REMEDY GENUINE 
GRIEVANCES OF 
OTHER NATIONS 


From Our Own Corcespondent 


KXTENSIVE publicity beforehand (in- 
in cluding the use of a loud speaker 
van) resulted in a splendid meeting at 
Peterborough last Sunday, addressed by 
Miss Mary Gamble and Dr. Alfred Salter, 
and arranged by the Peterborough group 
of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Miss Gamble stressed the need for 
imagination in facing up to the problems 
confronting us, pointing out that whilst 
we were content to stay in a comfortable 
mental rut, we must expect the perpetu- 
ation of war. 


Dr. Salter begged his audience to stop 
criticizing the other fellow and to pay 
attention to the genuine grievances 
which other nations had against us. He 
said pacifists should not be content with 
adopting a negative position, but should 
influence public opinion toward the con- 
sideration of the causes of the present 
world unrest. 


“Tt’s no good shouting ‘No truck with 
Dictators!’ ” he said, “you’ve got to have 
truck with Dictators. If you don’t have 
it round the conference table, you'll have 
it on the battlefield. Which is the more 
common-sense method?” 


Sussex Peace Rally 


Approximately fifty young people 
attended the peace rally held at the 
Jevington (Sussex) Youth Hostel last 
weekend. 


The proceedinzs opened on Saturday 
evening with a talk on Esperanto by Mr. 
D. Froome, and an outline of the pacifist 
point of view was presented by Mr. Roy 
Walker, of Peace Pledge Union head- 
quarters. 


A service on Sunday morning was 
followed by a ramble over the Downs to 
Barling Gap on the coast. 
cussions were continued. 


Here dis- 


Another similar weekend has been 
fixed for May 14 and 15. 


Ban on O.T.C. 


On Tuesday night the London County 
Council declined py 72 votes to forty to 
remove the ban on OTCs and Cadet 
Corps in their secondary schools. 


PARS for the 


The Fruits of Victory 


Mr. Winston Churchill, on March 3, 
‘1919: “We are enforcing the blockade 
with rigour ... Germany is. very near 
starvation . . . Now therefore is the 
moment ‘to settle."—Quoted in The 
Friend, March 25, 1938. 

‘Herr Hitler on March 25, 1938: “Ger- 
many is now larger than in 1914. On 


the day. of the election I shall be the 


leader of the greatest army in the history 
of the world.”—Quoted in the Daily 
Mail, March 26, 1938. 

Recruiting Record 


The number of recruits throughout the 
country for all arms in the Regular 


“Army during the week before last was 


679, the highest recorded for that week 
of March since the War. Compared with 
the corresponding period of last year 
there was an increase of 277, or 689 
percent. 


When is a Criminal a Useful Citizen— 


' —E have sometimes thought criminals 

of the dangerous type _ should be 
drafted into special battalions of the 
Army and made to serve there ... so the 
ferocity which some criminals show might 
appear as bravery on the battlefield if they 
had firm discipline applied to them. 

It would not do to draft them into the 
ordinary battalions, but their anti-social 
recklessness and nerve should be forcibly 
employed in the public interest on occasions 
where those qualities, generally unfortunate, 
happen to be just the qualities required.— 
W. H. Creasey, writer of the “News Mis- 
cellany” in The Essex Chronicle. 


e—and Murder not Immoral? 


"HE nature of war consists in its moral 
‘2 forces and spiritual character. It need 
not, and should not, be savage strife. Puri- 
fied, it is love and valour; associated with 
duty it is the creation and concentration of 


Britain’s War Casualties 


PLATFORM 


courage. Thus, though it slays it gives life. 
Courage counts. Character and conduct live. 
The object of war should be to secure 
freedom or moral right, not to intlict damage 
and physical pain. To focus on -hese inci- 
dental evils as the sole realities of war, and 
to sentimentalize unduly in their regard, is 
to lose the larger vision and to commit moral 
cowardice. ‘ 


—_— 


Unjust warfare is a form of savagery, 
unworthy of man, and condemned as im- 
moral by the whole tradition of Christian 
teaching. But war in itself, as distinguished 
from mere brute contention is not immoral; 


it may indeed be noblest virtue. There is 
a good greater than life—there are evils 
worse than death! 

So says Henry C. Day in An’ Army 
Chaplain’s War Memories. But ‘you 
don’t decide if the war is,,just or not. 
Nor does anyone, for war is an emer- 
gency situation in which reason, fet 
alone this sort of idealistic dreaming, 

| plays no part. 


‘ACCORDING to H. C. O'Neill in 


A History of the War (Jack, 1920, 
12s. 6d.), the following are the numbers 
of British casualties in the Great War :— 


Missing and 
Killed Wounded Prisoners Total 
658,704 2,032,142 359,145 3,049,991 


The total of those killed during the 
War was 7,000,733. 


Do We Want Fascism? 


OBODY who cares about the future of 
democracy wants war. The liberal 
States could fight, might win. But could 
their liberalism survive the wartime curbs 
that would be prerequisite to victory and the 


li new waves of economic deterioration and 


social disorder that afterward would over- 
take the victor along with ‘thé vanquished? 
Hardly. a 


—Hamilton Fish Armstrong in 
We Or They. 
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PARLIAMENTARY NOTES 


| 
By our Lobby 


| N Wednesday of last week, Mr. 
| () Lansbury managed to raise on 
a purely domestic issue the 

vital necessity for Parliament to 

face new international solutions. It is 
some indication of the terrible menace 
of the European situation that the House 
of Commens dare never spend more 
than an hour or two away from the 
delicate job of adjusting the balance be- 
tween peace and war. In these days 
there are no affairs but foreign affairs. 


For example, Parliament tried to 
settle down to the humdrum job of drag- 
ging Mr. Ernest Brown over the coals. 
In doing so it had to face an economic 
situation at home in which Mr. Arthur 
Greenwood detected the possibility of 
“unemployment reaching five, six, 
seven or even eight millions.” Mr. 
Lansbury reminded the House that we 
were only part and lot of a bankrupt 
world. A snowball of economic debt, 
he said, was flattening us all down; and 
no-one knew how to move it. 


* * = 


The Van Zeeland report at any rate 
had suggestions to make about it. If for 
no other reason than that no-one 
else seemed to have any suggestions, 
that report ought to be made at once 
of first-class interest to Parliament and 
to the Government. 


Instead of that, the Government 
which had appointed Mr. Van Zeeland 
for an urgent jod seemed to get bored 
whenever his report was mentioned. 
What, asked Mr. Lansbury, was the 
Government going to do about it? 


We cannot for ever proclaim our 
desire and willingness to die for free- 
dom in every quarter of the world, and 
fai! to realize that economic freedom is 
th2 basis of all freedom. That, said Mr. 
Lansbury, was the principal lesson of 
our own mounting unemployment and 
poverty and also of that of the people 
of other countries. 

Mr. Bcothby, the Conservative mem- 
ber for East Aberdeen, also said some- 
thing about the Van Zeeland Report, 
and added that a mere trade agreement 
without real cooperation with America 
would be positively dangerous. The 
Parliamentary Secretary of the Board 
of Trade in reply admitted that the 
British and French Governments had 
united responsibility “with regard to” 
the Van Zeeland Report, and that he 
would convey Mr. Lansbury’s request 
for information to the Prime Minister 
who would speak on the following day. 


* * * 


Pacifists ought to give the most earnest 
consiaeration to’tne necessity tor propa- 
ganaa‘and action to support Mr. Lans- 
bury in this matter. Actually, the 
Labour Party realizes that a dreadful 
slump and unparalleled disaster for the 
unemployed is on the way. Mr. Green- 
wood said so. ; 


Yet in the Labour Party programme 
there is a detailed analysis of the econ- 
omic steps which must be taken now 
to bring the necessities of life to hungry 
multitudes. These steps mean nego- 
tiating with dictators instead of fighting 
with them. 


It is so much easier to run away 
from the hard job of negotiation and 


leave to the young men of the country !/ 


the infinitely harder and more horrible 
job of the slaughter of other young 
men like themselves. ‘ 


The Left likes to call this slaughter 
“ fighting fascism.” At bottom it is little 
more than the self-extinction of the 
working class through lack of vision and 
negotiating power of its leaders. We 
cannot even call it cowardice, but 
merely lunacy. 

| 
| 
t 
] 
‘ 


So pacifists must stand in with all 
their strength in the brave struggle 
George Lansbury is making to get Par- 
liament in general and the Labour Party 
in particular on to the side of what at 
first seems—but only seems—like recon- 
ciling the irreconcilable. 


\ 
Our hope for the continuance of | 


Correspon dent 


civilization and our faith in the arbitra- 
ment of war present a paradox a 
thousand-fold stranger than George 
Lansbury’s keliet. 

George Lansbury is right when he 
says that you can get even dictators 
and democracies to be reasonable, if you 
try to base a common understanding on 
the common needs of the poverty- 
stricken people over whom dictators and 
parliaments alike try to rule, of whose 
unappeased hunger they are both afraid. 


* * * 


“What had the Prime Minister to say 
to Mr. Lansbury’s queries about the 
Van Zeeland Report? J have gone care- 
fully through the speech which has been 
described as his “great declaration of 
British foreign policy.” He was careful 
to dismiss the sort of conference asked 
for by the Soviet. 

His Maiesty’s Government, he went 
on, would warmly welcome a conference 
of all European nations to discuss “ mat- 
ters in regard to which anxiety is at 
present felt.” But he rejected the possi- 
bility of this at present. 

The Government, however, would, 
said the Prime Minister, continue 
through the League or by direct diplo- 
Matic effort to exert their influence 
on the side of peaceful and orderly 
solutions of any issues liable to 
interrupt friendly relations between 
nations. 

And the above is about all we can 
make of Mr. Chamberlain’s answer to 
Mr. Lansbury. We should feel more 
sure it was not just clap-trap if the 
Government which has now had several 
weeks in which to study the Van Zee- 
land Report, would say precisely whether 
it will take the first steps proposed by 
the Report. 

Does Mr. Chamberlain’s response to 
the Russian proposal really mean that 
for the moment nothing can be done 
about the “matters in regard to which 
anxiety is felt”? If it does mean that, 
then the Government is grossly betray- 
ing the people in their -eeds and adding 
enormously to their anxieties. 

I repeat pacifists cannot and must not 
be quiet about this. 


* Ld * 


As for the rest of the Premier’s “great 
declaration,” there is» much to interest, 
pacifists. “In war there are no winners.” 
Apparently because a Prime Minister 
said it, it matters. The Daily Telegraph 
thought the statement was another ex- 
ample of the Chamberlain “family gift 
fo- coining apt phrases.” I have heard 
the phrase a hundred times on pacifist 
platforms. I’ve borrowed ‘it myself so 
often as to have grown sick of it. . 

That is how things work in politics. 
W : continue for years and years teach- 
‘in; the obvious. Prime Ministers mean- 
while oblivious of all our arguments and 
nostrums. Then, suddenly, something 
happens. The Prime Minister speaks the 
obvious, too. 


» * =, 


But whatever we may think of Mr. 
Chamberlain’s originality, we may at 
least now press for an answer to the 
further question, asked on a: hundred 
pacifist platforms; if there can be ne 
winner in war, what are we arming for? 

The facetious will answer: Mr. Cham: 
berlain only meant there can be no win- 
ner in a war of aggression. He didn’t 
say so. He said there can be no winner 
in war, just war, even a war ‘of self; 
defence. 

“The ful! and rapid equipment of the 
nation for self-defence,” said the Prime 
Minister, “must be our primary aim.” 

If the object of a war is self-defence, 
can we then win self-defence? We 
know it cannot be done. Mr. Cham: 
berlain knows it cannot be done. In 
war there are- no winners. I repeat 
then, what are we arming for? 

“There is nothing but suffering and 
ruin for those who are involved in war.” 
That, too, w2s Mr. Chamberlain's asser- 
tion. Could there be a better reason 
why we. should not get involved in it? 
What more need be said against the 
provision of armaments which have 
proved invariably to be the prelude and 
not the prevention of war? 

(Continued at foot col, 1, page 16.) 
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SCOUTS AGAINST POLICY OF 
COOPERATION IN 
A.R.P. 


Youth Not Deluded by Plea of 
National Service 


By a Special Correspondent 


there is much dissatisfaction among Scoutmasters and Rovers 


p LTIIOUGH, as has already been noted in PEACE NEWS, 


on the question of Scouts’ participation in air raid’ precautions, 
it has become apparent that there are also dissentients among the 


older Scouts. 


Manchester, recently cited by Wing- 
Commander Hodsoll as having “the 
most advanced preparations of any city 
in the country,” seems also to possess 
some of the most advanced and out- 
spoken critics of the schemes. 

While the executive of the Man- 
chester Boy Scouts’ Association has 
undertaken that Scouts will give their 
services, Scoutmasters are by no 
means unanimous in their support. 
The response to the appeal for Scouts 
t- take on messenger duties is com- 
paratively poor. 

This may be largely attributed to the 
fact that Scouts under the age of 21 
must obtain the written consent of their 
parents. It-is, however, apparent that 
many of the older Scouts are thinking 
for themselves and are not taken in by 
the idea of national service. 


QUESTION TO 
COMMISSIONER 

At a recent Manchester patrol-leaders’ 
conference the following question was 
put to a visiting commissioner: 

its not the Scout movement an_ inter- 
national organization? If so, should not all 

a Scout's energies be devoted to strengthen- 

ing international bonds of friendship, and 

none to any service, such as ARP work, 
which is part’ of a‘national military 
organization? 

In his reply, the commissioner agreed 
on the importance of the international 
aspect of Scouting, but went on to say: 
“ Outside is a huge fire station. Does the 
presence of that fire station make fires 
any more likely to break out? Similarly. 
the existence of an ARP organization 
does not make air raids any the more 


e 
Parliamentary Notes 
(Continued from page 15, col. 4.) 

“Nations cannot be expected to incur 
automatic military obligations save for 
areas where their vital interests are 
concerned.” The Prime Minister quoted 
that asa justification of his own attitude. 
The statement was actually Mr. Eden’s. 

* * * 

At bottom, therefore, the policy of 
Eden and Chamberlain is one and the 
sam2. It is the policy which has come 
to be known as peculiarly British, 
though why Britons should pat them- 
selves on the back for such a policy I 
can never understand. It means: we 
will fight for our own ends but not for 
those of others; we are all for the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of inter- 
national law as long as it is worth our 
while. 

When -he purposes of modern war are 
seen thus in their stark selfishness, hypo- 
crisy and wickedness, pacifists should 
not find it too hard to win the mass of 
decent-minded citizens to their side. 


"| at art the right book hos been written’ 


THE HEART 


The Pravention and Cure of Cardiac Conditions 


Gy JAMES C. THOMSON 
(Thersoas, 38. 6d.) 
A. S. Neill writes—". . . the most optimistic 
book L have read on any medical subject .. « 
{ wish [{ could give away a million copies.” 
From a Medical Doctor :—**. .. . £ feel that 
at last the right book has been written .. - 
the needs of both patient and practitioner are 
supplied. 
Health & Life Editoriat :—* , . , combining 
sound physiology, sound reasoning, sound pay- 
chology and sound instruction . , . has ita 
roots firmly in the strong soll of observation, 
technical Knowledge and experienca." 
From all Booksellera, or 3s. 10d. by post from 
B.S.N.T., 11_Drumsheugh Gardena, 
Edinburgh, 


likely to break out.” 

In conversation after the meeting it 
was pointed out that this was a false 
analogy, fires being generally accidental, 
while air raids were- deliberately 
planned. 


It was further suggested that the main. 


purpose of ARP was to keep people 
quiet while the air force carried out its 
job of murdering others. With this, the 
commissioner refused to agree, stressing 
the Scout promise, “to help other 
people at all times.” 

Jronically enough, a film of the Scout 
World Jamboree in Holland last year 
was also shown at this meeting. 


VIEWS OF 
YOUNGER MEMBERS 

Proof that the commissioner was not 
speaking the mind of the younger 
generation, is indicated by the following 
letter from Maurice Fuzzard, of Hull: 

As a member of the Fellowship of 
Reconcilation, and a Scout, I feel that there 
are too many Scouts who are militarily 
inclined, and who have not heard the peace 
side of the matter but just the Government 
“defend your liberty” call. 

At a recent meeting I was talking to a 
fellow-Scout and told him how many were 
in the Peace Pledge Union, and that I was 
in the Fellowship; he immediately jumped 
up and said, “A Scout’s duty is to defend 
his country.” 

Surely. 1 thought, even if one could 
defend his country, which hasn’t been done 
yet, it is duty to God that should come 
first, not duty to king. How is it that God 
must always take a back seat? 

A further indication of the attitude 
of some of those in close touch with 
Scout headquarters was indicated by the 
fact that what was virtually a recruiting 
speech was delivered by a former naval 
officer at a recent gathering of Rovers 
from all parts of London. 

(Pacifists in the Scout movement are in- 
vited to get in touch with John Barclay, 
Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, 
London, W.1.) 


WORK CAMPS IN 
BRITAIN 


NE or two work camps will be 

arranged during the spring and 
summer by an Order of friends as in 
past years. This information -is con- 
tained in the second issue of the 
quarterly journal of the Order, Toward 
the New Community. 

These camps are open to students and 
others, who are asked to help in manual 
labour on various tasks of reconstruc- 
tion. Details are available from An 
Order of friends, Deristone, Aber- 


’ gavenny, Monmouthshire. 


Toward the New Community deals 
with various aspects of work in the dis- 
tressed areas of South Wales, and the 
leading article paints a_ true-to-life 
picture of the growth and social history 
of the small towns and villages on the 
fringe of the South Wales coalfield 
during the past hundred years. 


Mrs. Grace Crozier 


The fund formed to give assistance to 
Mrs. Grace Crozier will be closed on 
Monday. 

A further opportunity to make con- 
tributions to the fund will be provided 
at the annual general meeting of the 
Peace Pledge Union this weekend. 


« MUSSOLINI IS 
(ALWAYS) RIGHT” 


To the Editor of PEACE NEWS 


My 83-year-old father is rather concerned 
about me because I am a pacifist, The 
poor old man cannot quite understand my 
pacifism, and was seriously upset because 
I refused to hail Mr. Chamberlain as a 
champion of peace just because he has 
Started conversations with Mussolini, 
making the munition factories work at 
double speed at the same time. 

My father is Italian and a good fascist, also, 
so he thinks, a pacifist. In his perplexity 
he wrote to Mussolini and asked what sort 
of people these “English pacifists” are, 
lumping wus together with the Lloyd 
Georges, Lord Cecils, and all those whom 
we usually call the “ yes-buts.” Telling 
me of this, father writes me that Mussolini 
answered with two words: “Incendiary 
Firemen.” 

By return of post I wrote: “ Mussolini is 
right, we are incendiary firemen who work 
to extinguish the fires of hatred and fear 
and to light up in the hearts of men the 
big flame of love.” 

In Italy they say that Mussolini is always 
right. We may reserve our doubts about 
the “always,” but he has certainly hit it 
this time. I wish he were one of us. 


LILY LENZI. 
Holloway. 


To Draw Up 
Political Programme 


From Our Own Correspondent 

The policy of the People’s Peace Front 
—the body formed to present pacifism 
as a political issue—is to be drawn up 
at a meeting at the National Trade 
Union Club, New Oxford Street, 
London, W.C.1, on Wednesday evening. 
Members and sympathizers will be wel- 
come at the meeting. 


Considerable interest has been shown 
in the aims of the People’s Peace Front 
since its formation a short while ago, 
and membership has been steadily in- 
creasing. . 


In “News from the Four Corners” 
last week we referred to “members from 
Kettering. Wellingborough and Wolver- 
hampton groups.” This was a misprint 
for Wolverton. 


— 


EVENTS COMIN 
SHORTLY 
April 


14—19 (Thurs.—Tuesday) WESTCLIFF-ON- 
SEA; Easter Youth Conference; FoR. 
30—May 1 (Sat.—Sun.) CRICH, near Mat- 
lock; “The Briars” Guest House; area 
committee meeting and weekend school; 
Dr. E. Leighton Yates and Roy Walker; 
PPU; particulars from Guy Metcalf, Main 

Road, Easton-on-the-Hill, Stamford. 


May 

14 (Sat.) NORWICH; St. Andrews Hall; dele- 
gate peace convention; George Lansbury, 
Lord Ponsonby, Mary Gamble, James 
Hudson Dr. Alex Wood, Dr Salter, and 
Wilfred Wellock; Parliamentary Pacifist 
Group 

19 (Thurs.) NORWICH; 8 p.m. Stuart Hall; 
Bertrand Russell; PPU 

21—25 (Thurs.—Mon.) LONDON, W.C.1; 
University College, Gower Street; Inter- 
national Conference of Teachers; Educa- 
tion Committee of the League of Nations 
Union 

27—29 (Fri—Sun.) BRISTOL; Central Hall, 
Old Market; National Peace Congress; 
National Peace Council. Details from 
Getald Bailey, 39 Victoria Street, S.W.1. 


The postage to all parts of the 
world on this number of 
PEACE NEWS is 1d. per copy. 


SEND IT TO A FRIEND. 


NO SOLUTION OF 
EUROPE’S PROBLEMS 
THROUGH WAR 


O one would deny that Germany con- 

; stituted a danger to peace, said 
Principal J. F. Rees at a Cardiff meet- 
ing last week, but 

no war could remove from Central 


Europe some 60,000,000 or 70,090,000 
people. 


Earlier in his speech Principal Rees 
had said that if, in the event of war, 
people who had signed the peace pledge 
had the courage to adhere to it, that 
fact alone would have a redemptive 
power. 


The Rev. John Hickens, of London, 
who presided, 6aid: “The dictators will 
pass away, since the enmities, fears, and 
horrors of the present time are mere 
Passing shows. But our dreams will 
persist and be dominant in the long run, 
for they are an eternal fact.” 


WIDE SCOPE OF 
NATIONAL CONGRESS 


“Peace in relation to the social needs 
of the peoples” will be the theme of 
thi: year’s National Peace Congress, 
meeting in Bristol from May 27 to 29. 

Three sessions will be devoted to the 
consideration of 

An international economic and social 

policy; 

Justice for colonial peoples; 

Effect of war preparation on social 

welfare and civil liberties. 

In addition the congress will discuss: 

The current international situation; 

League of Nations and its future; 

Peace movement and air raid pre- 

cautions; 

Practical peace action. 

Meetings of the congress, which is the 
28th of the series, will be held in the 
Central Hall, Old Market, Bristol. 

Speakers are expected to include 
Professor Gilbert Murray, Leonard 
Barnes, Dr. J. D. Bernal, Kingsley 
Martin, Professor C. E. M. Joad, Pro- 
fessor H. J. Laski, W. Arthur Lewis and 
the Rev. Henry Carter. 

The fee for delegates is 2s. 6d. Further 
particulars may be obtained from Mr. 
Gerald « Bailey, 39 Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1. 


International 


Friendship League 


The International Friendship League 
—referred to in a report on page fifteen 
a fortnight ago—is an American organi- 
zation whose purpose is “to promote 
better understanding among youth of all 


nations 
travel.” 

It deals almost exclusively with the 
younger generation and is quite distinct 
from the English organization of the 
same name, which does not undertake 
the provision of “ pen friends.” 

The address of the American organiza- 
tion is 41, Mount Vernon Street, Boston, 
Mass., U.S.A. 
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